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INTRODUCTION 
This study is undertaken with the writer's prime 
interest in religious broadcasting and her desire to ac~uaint 
herself with some of the principles and problems related to 
it as it is carried on in the United States. In consequence 
ot many factors, some of which are discussed in the first 
chapter, religious broadcasting in the United States is 
greatly varied and complex both in character and in organi-
zation. This thesis, therefore, is limited to a close ex-
amination of the activities of the Department of Radio and 
Television of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 
At the outset, the writer intended to conduct a survey 
by sending a questionnaire to a selected number ot ministers 
from denominations belonging to the Council to determine 
existing attitudes toward the policies and practices of the 
Council's religious broadcasts. At the suggestion of the 
faculty advisor, the study was restricted to a description of 
the Department's activities. To establish some sort of ex-
ternal basis for evaluation, the writer later sent, with the 
consent of her advisor, a few informal opinion questions to 
sixty-six radio and television stations in Massachusetts. 
Considering the fact that religious broadcasting has 
been on the American scene as long as broadcasting itself, 
it is surprising how little has been written on the subject. 
1 
2 
Forty years have gone by since the first religious program 
was broadcast. Still, the history of religious broadcasting 
has not been committed to writing. The writer believes that 
religious broadcasting, howeTer neglected by scholars and re-
searchers, is an important aspect of both the broadcasting 
operation and religious activity within the United States 
and that it merits more attention than has been given to it 
in the past. 
To the best of the writer's knowledge, this work is 
the first of its kind. Outside of a general survey conducted 
on "broadcasting by councils of churches," in 19~6,by the 
Rev. Everett c. Parker, then director of the Joint 
Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian Radio Committee, 
there has been no research on the broadcasting activity of 
any council of churches. The lack of information extends 
even to the National Council of Churches. While the limits 
of this study are readily recognized and while it will not 
attempt to untangle any or the problems that have emerged, 
it is hoped that this thesis will make a worthwhile contri-
bution toward identifying the role or the religious broad-
caster. 
The paucity of sources on this topic was beyond de-
scription. Information had to be gleaned, with the utmost 
difficulty, by means of consulting records and periodicals, 
and by conducting a great many interviews with individuals in 
Massachusetts and the National Council in New York. 
CHAPTER I 
RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING IN '!'HE UNITED STATES 
Christianity divorced trom communication is incon-
ceivable. Since the first century, the Christian church has 
sent missionaries and evangelists to all parts of the world 
to fulfill her mission of spreading the good news of the 
Gospel. "Go therefore and make disciples ot all nations 
Nineteen hundred years after the commission was 
given, the electronic media of radio and television, tran-
scending all conceivable physical barriers, were developed 
and perfected. The church as a communicator has, since the 
early days of radio, realized the potentials of the electronic 
media tor furthering her mission ot evangelism. In the 
United States, the first religious program on radio was 
broadcast only two months after the first station in the 
country went on the air. 2 
Perhaps in no other country has the church had as 
much access to radio and television as in the United States. 
American society is founded upon the concept of "freedom of 
r-eligion" and upholds the significance of religion to the 
~atthew 28:19 (Revised Standard Version). 
2KDKA - Pittsburgh, November 2, 1920. 
Sydney w. Head, Broadcasting in America (Boston: The 
Riverside Press of Cambridge, 1956), p. 107. 
3 
welfare purposes of the nation. In the words of an American 
writer: 
Christian morality and piety ••• are the last hope of 
American Republic and the only adequate means of 
bridling and holding the salutary check that rampant 1 freedom • • • so characteristic of the American people. 
This fundamental belief is also evidenced by the uniquely 
defensive characteristic of American churches and their 
leaders in their continuing effort to protect and preserve 
this invaluable right in all aspects of American life. 
Broadcasting has opened up a new field for the churches and 
they have been seeking to spread their influence through its 
use. One of the leading national bodies concerned with re-
ligious programming states the issue plainly: 
Religion is essential to the strong and healthy con-
tinuance of our nation. Therefore public interest re-
quires that it be given a proper place in radio and 
television broadcasting schedules.2 
Since KDKA first broadcast the Sunday morning service 
of Calvary Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on 
January 2, 1921, religion has been broadcast on virtually 
every station in the country.J 
2Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches, Advisory Policy Statement on Religious 
Broadcasting, June 6, 1956. (Leaflet) 
)Everett C. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas w. 
Smythe, The Television-Radio Audience and Religion (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, Publishers, l955), p. xi. 
The American broadcasting industry, in contra-
distinction to the broadcasting organizations of most other 
countries, is largely a privately owned and managed money-
making enterprise. One of the basic concepts upon which it 
operates is that the radio waves belong to the people and 
1 
that no one is entitled to own a frequency or a channel. 
In other words, a broadcasting organization can be licensed 
to operate a radio or television station for a given period 
of three years but cannot claim absolute ownership of the 
channel or frequency on which it broadcasts. Therefore, 
because the radio waves belong to the people and not everyone 
can operate a station, the American people as a whole have 
the right to expect to receive benefits from the services 
rendered by those who make use of the media. Thus, the 
Federal Communications Commission, the government agency 
representing the public interest, licenses individuals or 
groups provided only that it is satisfied that they will 
broadcast "in the public interest, convenience and necessity.' 
In such a commercially oriented system of broadcasting 
operating in a religiously pluralistic society where two 
hundred fifty-nine2 different religious bodies coexist, it is 
perhaps not strange to ask how religious broadcasting is made 
1sydney w. Head, op. cit., p. 131. 
2Benson Y. Landis (ed.}, Yearbook of American Churches 
for 1962 (Office of Publication and Distribution, National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the u.s.A., 1961), p. 248. 
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possible. There are, of course, religious stations in the 
country, as there are educational stations, but these are few 
in number and are owned by specific groups or individuals 
who may not allow others of different faith to use them. 
Ironically, therefore, it is on the commercial stations that 
most of the religious programs in the country are broadcast. 
The statement, "in the public interest, convenience 
or necessity," the Federal Communications Commission's 
licensing criteria, is rather ambiguous and thus open to 
continuing debate. What is meant by public interest or con-
venience or necessity? What sort of programs can satisfy 
these requirements? Does religion qualify under the general 
heading? If so, should it be broadcast on sustaining1 or 
2 
sponsored basis? Despite the lack of specific definition 
by both the Congress of the United States and the Federal 
Communications Commission, most stations in the country do 
include religion as fulfilling part of the requirement. That 
religious broadcasting is a public service function is a 
widely accepted fact. At a Congressional hearing in 1934, a 
spokesman for the National Association of Broadcasters stated~ 
It is the manifest duty of the licensing authority in 
passing upon applications for licenses or the renewal 
therefore, to determine whether or not the applicant 
is rendering or can render an adequate public service. 
Such service necessarily includes broadcasting of a con-
1Time granted by radio and television station free of 
charge as a public service. 
2Paid for broadcast time. 
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siderable portion of programs devoted to education, re-
ligion, labor, agriculture and similar activities 
concerned with human betterment.l 
It is interesting also to note that the National 
Association of Radio and Television Broadcasters (NARTB} 
includes a paragraph in its code declaring that: 
It is the responsibility of a television broadcaster to 
make available to the community as part of a well 
balanced program schedule adequate opportunity for re-
ligious presentation.2 
Even such an explicit provision, however, fails to 
specify who is to get the air time and on what basis. Al-
though the NARTB further states that it does not recommend 
the sale of television time for religious purposes, it is 
silent as to the amount of time that should be designated for 
such a purpose. 
In a society of multifold religious interests, the 
provision of undefined broadcasting privilege seems, in the 
first place, somewhat paradoxical. One can only conclude 
that, in the final analysis, the responsibility rests upon 
the individual profit-making licenseewho must decide what and 
which programs best represent the public interest and are, 
therefore, worthy of the time financed by the station. How 
does the station owner go about alloting free time for re-
ligious use? On what basis does he decide? The easiest 
answer would be to assume that such decisions are made on 
lwalter B. Emery, Broadcasting and Government 
(Lansing: Michigan State University, 1961), p. )7. 
2sydney w. Head, op. cit., p. 470. 
8 
the basis of the religious compos-ition or the population in 
a given community, and this is true in some cases. For 
example, the National Broadcasting Company provides regular 
sustaining time for organizations representing the major 
faiths: The National Council of Churches, representing over 
half of the Protestants in the country; The National Council 
of Catholic Men, representing the Roman Catholic Church; and 
The Jewish Theological Seminary, representing the Jewish 
groups. However, it would be rather presumptuous to say 
that such a criteria can be applied to all situations in 
every community in the country. Stations have, in fact, 
varying policies when it comes to broadcasting religion. 
Some sell time for such programs, while others put them only 
on sustaining time as a public service. Yet others have 
policies that prohibit any kind of religious broadoasting.1 
It must be noted that no law exists that obliges stations to 
give time, free or paid, for religion. They choose to do so 
on their own accord, generally as part of their public 
2 
service function. 
Religious broadcasting, in practice, varies as to 
types. Generally, it can be classified under three main 
categories, namely, denominational, nondenominational, and 
cooperative or interdenominational. 
1Discovered by this writer in the opinion survey 
described in Chapter VI. 
2John Gillies, A Primer for Christian Broadcasters 
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1955), p. 60. 
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Denominational broadcasting consists or programs that 
are produced, promoted and distributed by a given church or 
denomination and are broadcast either on paid or sustaining 
time, depending upon the location and the policy of the 
stations concerned. 
In nondenominational broadcasting the programs are 
produced, promoted and distributed by an independent agency--
a group or an individual that may or may not be affiliated 
with a particular denomination. Such programs are also 
broadcast on either paid or sustaining time. 
Cooperative religious broadcasting is a term employed 
particularly in reference to what is being done by Protestant 
councils of churches in the United States. The programs may 
be produced cooperatively by the members of a given council 
or by individual denominations within the council. The 
promotion and distribution of the programs in both cases, 
however, are carried on by the council of churches either on 
the national, state or local level. All such programs are 
broadcast exclusively on sustaining time. 
It is this cooperative type of religious broadcasting 
that will be explored more fully in the next chapter. 
CRAFTER II 
COOPERATIVE RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING 
Twentieth century American Protestantism is strongly 
characterized by interchurch and interdenominational co-
operation. For many Protestants, strict doctrinal adherences 
that once seemed fundamental have become secondary to the 
need for a united Christianity to face the challenge of 
growing materialism.1 At the turn of the century, 
Socially-minded Christian leaders everywhere found them-
selves "wrestling with the practical tasks of the 
churches in what was becoming a hostile or increasingly 
unaccomodating social order."2 
To meet this challenge, churches began to unite and pool 
their personnel and financial resources. 
Cooperation and federation was forced upon the churches 
by the strange new world of industry with its smoke and 
dirt, its poverty and strife into which America entered 
in the later years of the nineteenth century ••• J 
Although interdenominational cooperation had been ex-
pressed and put into effect for well over a hundred years in 
many voluntary organizations such as the Sunday School 
1Clyde Leonard Manschreck, The Reformation and 
Protestantism Today (New York: Association Press, 1960). 
2Ross w. Sanderson, Church Cooperation in the United 
States (Hartford: Finlay Brothers Press, 1960}, p. 55. 
York: 
3Robert Lee, The Social Sources of Church Unity (New 
Abingdon Press, 1960}, pp. 79-80. 
10 
11 
1 Associations, official denominational cooperation on the 
national level was not effected until 1908. In that year, 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, an 
organization of thirty-one denominations with a membership 
2 
of seventeen million came into being. As the first national 
and official expression of Protestant unity, the Federal 
Council was committed: 
To manifest the essential oneness of the Christian 
churches of America in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour, to encourage devotional fellowship and mutual 
counsel concerning the spiritual life and religious 
activities of the churches of Uhrist in all matters 
affecting the moral and social condition of the law of 
Christ in every relation of human life.J 
A product of long and complex development, the 
Federal Council grew in size and influence until it led to 
a further and far more spectacular unity forty years after 
its inception. 
In 1950, a merger of eight interdenominational 
agencies, including the Federal Council of Churches, and 
thirty-three denominations gave birth to the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 4 
Comprising thirty-four Orthodox and Protestant bodies ~ith a 
membership of forty million, the National Council today 
1sanderson, op. cit., p. 14. 
2Ibid., p. 66. 
3J. Minton Batten, Protestant Back~rounds in History 
(New York: Abingdon Cokesbury Press, 194 ), pp. 155-156. 
4Also called the National Council of Churches, or 
more commonly, the National Council. 
12 
represents more than half of the Protestants in the country. 
To summarize, in the words of Alec R. Vilder: 
• • • in the twentieth century while the principal 
Protestant denominations have preserved their distinction 
and social stratification, they have come to cooperate in 
many fields of activity along the lines of the ecumenical 
movement.l 
Cooperative religious broadcasting which began in 1923 
was a direct outcome of this interdenominational movement. 
Although it is possible for local cooperative groups to have 
pioneered in this undertaking, the mainstream of development 
is noted as having started as a combined effort of the 
Federal Council and .the Greater New York Federation of 
Churches. Under the direction of the late Dr. Frank Goodman, 
a Methodist layman, who began his work under the latter 
organization, regular programs were broadcast over local 
commercial stations in New York City. The first program, 
the NATIONAL RADIO PULPIT, was broadcast on May 6, 1923 over 
2 WEAF in New York. After the National Broadcasting Company 
(NBC) was established in 1927 as the first commercial net-
work, the Federal Council, because of its scope and proximity 
to network headquarters, was issued an invitation by the NBC 
to participate in national network religious broadcasting.) 
1Alec R. Vidler, The Church in an e of Revolution 
(Baltimore: Penguin Books, l , pp. 241-242. 
2WEAF was the pioneer commercial station owned and 
operated by the American Telephone and Telegram Company. 
)Personal interview with Mr. wesley Goodman, 
Associate Director of the Broadcasting and Film Commission of 
the National Council of Churches, New York, May 2, 1962. 
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~ Hence from 1929 on, Protestant programs for network use were 
planned and arranged by the department of National Religious 
1 Radio of the Federal Council. 
When with the growth of the broadcasting industry the 
need for a more unified Protestant approach became apparent, 
the Federal Council began to consult with other inter-
denominational agencies in the hope of establishing an "in-
clusive Protestant radio strategy.n2 To that end, two 
conferences were held in 1947: one to consider the problem 
of a unified Protestant ministry in broadcasting, and the 
3 
other to plan functions and purposes for such an agency. 
In 1949, as a result of these conferences, the department of 
National Religious Radio of the Federal Council joined with 
another interdenominational agency, the Joint Congregational, 
Methodist and Presbyterian Radio Committee to form the 
Protestant Radio Commission. The newly created body then 
became the agency for the Federal Council and continued in 
this capacity until 1950 when the National Council was formed. 
~apartment of Research and Education of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, Broadcastin! 
and the Public (New York: The Abingdon Press, l93S), p. 36. 
'william w. Clemes, Form Protestant Radio Commission, 
Federal Council Bulletin (April, 1950), p. lO, cited by 
Harold Lawrence SWartz, "A Study of Religious Broadcasting 
Policies and Practices of the Methodist Church, 1948 to 1958" 
(unpublished Master's thesis, School of Public Relations and 
Cammunication, Boston University, 1958), p. 11. 
3~. 
" 
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At that time, the radio and film commissions of the Federal 
Council were consolidated to become the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission of the National Council of Churches. 
The creation of the Broadcasting and Film Commission, 
commonly known as the BFC, was for the purpose of having one 
official agency for the members of the National Council so 
as "to enable the churches to do some things cooperatively 
that they could not do as well sep~rately; and to face the 
complex media of radio, the tv networks and the film industry 
1 in a united approach." The Commission has, therefore, a 
responsibility incumbent upon it to produce, promote and 
distribute broadcast and film materials that are repre-
sentative, effective and adequate; and also to conduct 
broadcast training programs on behalf of the Protestant and 
Orthodox churches constituting the National Council. 
In addition, the BFC maintains a working relationship 
with local interdenominational groups, that is, local and 
state councils of churches and ministerial associations. 2 
Although administratively autonomous, these inter-
denominational groups depend on the Commission for three 
basic services: (1) for program supply, (2) for training 
ministers and laymen in the proper use of the mass media, 
1Broadcasting and Film Commission, "BFC Aims," Film 
News, 1950-1955: The First Five Years, p. 2. ----
2Ministerial Association is an independent organi-
zation of ministers who may or may not be member.s of any 
council of churches. 
and {3) for representing them nationally on matters of 
policy. 
15 
Because of limited resources, local councils of 
churches, as well as ministerial associations, generally find 
it difficult to furnish their communities with adequate re-
1 ligious programs, especially in television. To meet this 
need, they use the BFC programs, which in turn they adopt to 
meet the needs of their particular localities by arranging 
groups to discuss and comment on the programs. 
The training of national, as well as local, religious 
leaders in the proper use of the mass communications media 
has been largely assumed by the BFC. In the past ten years, 
about ten thousand ministers and laymen have received some 
training through three hundred seventeen "one and two day" 
training institutes and eighty-three "one and Wlo week" 
2 
workshops held throughout the country. The future of broad-
east training is now uncertain since the training opportunity 
was discontinued in December, 1961.3 The initiative may have 
to be assumed by local and state councils or denominations. 
p. 104. 
3 Annual Report to the Board of ManMers of the Broad-
casting and ]'11m Commission of the Nationa Council or 
Churches in the U.S.A., February 6-8, 1962 (New York: 
Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 
Churches in the U.S.A., 1962), p. 2. 
16 
Basic policies of the BFC, as well as its local 
counterparts, have been: 
1. Protestants should be united in handling broad-
casting in the light of the limited time devoted 
to religious broadcasting and the apparent dis-
interest of the general public and the broadcast-
ing industry in denominational controversies. In 
this way, the programs presented would be free of 
sectarian and denominational bias confronting the 
audience "with a common religious pattern, which 
contributes to the underlying soil from which, in 
part, grows the church unity movement in 
1 
.America." 
2. Religion is an important factor in American 
culture and, therefore, should be given a proper 
place in broadcasting, free of charge, for the 
simple reason that it is a public service. 
Although these have been the operational policies 
since the beginning of cooperative broadcasting, it was not 
until 1956 that a formal statement of policy was issued to 
that effect by the Board of Managers of the Broadcasting and 
2 Film Commission. The statement which defined the role of 
religion in broadcasting, in part opposed the practice of 
1Robert Lee, op. cit., p. 128. 
2see Appendix A for the "Advisory Policy statement on 
Religious Broadcasting." 
buying time for religious broadcasting. 
When the policy statement came out, it aroused con-
siderable reaction from various sources. State and local 
17 
councils of churches accepted it as "a clarification of 
policy which is helpful to them."1 The Department of Radio 
and Television of the Massachusetts Council of Churches 
fully incorporated the statement when in 1957 it adopted its 
own policy. 
On the other hand, those Protestants who are classi-
2 fied as fundamentalist, and are represented by the National 
Association of Evangelicals and the National Religious 
Broadcasters, interpreted the move as a threat to their right 
to buy time. They denounced the National Council as trying 
3 to force them off the air. Similarly, some spokesmen from 
the broadcasting industry sharply criticized the Council as 
"attempting to tell the industry how to run its business."4 
The issuance of such a policy so late in the history 
1Broadcasting and Film Commission, BFC News, October, 
1956. 
2Fundamentalist Protestants. are the more conservative 
branch of American Protestantism. As a general rule, they 
buy time for their broadcasts. 
3Russel T. Hitt, "Who is Putting Religion off the 
Air?" Eternitz Magazine, Vol. VIII, No.4 (April, 1957), 
quoted by John D. DeBrine, "The Present Status of Regularly 
Scheduled Alive and Transcribed Protestaut Religious Radio 
Programming on AM Stations in Boston" (unpublished Master's 
thesis, School of Public Relations and Communications, Boston 
University, 1957), P• 94. 
4Ibid. 
" 
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of cooperative religious broadcasting was in part promoted by 
charges from the fundamentalist Protestants against the 
1 National Council for monopoly in religious broadcasting. 
The fundamentalist consider that the National Council repre-
sents a "modernist" point of view and thus resent that it 
should be given a monopoly on religious broadcasting. 2 
Dr. s. Franklin Mack, Executive Director of the Broad-
casting and Film Commission gave the following two reasons 
for the pronouncement of the policy: (1) to remind broad-
casters to be more responsible in their religious broadcasts, 
and (2) to ask the broadcasting industry to recognize that 
the National Council represents the largest group of 
Protestants in the country. He further stated that when 
money is paid for religion, station management will tend to 
look at money rather than at the program. 3 Therefore, the 
purpose of cooperative broadcasters is not to reach the 
public with only a few religious programs, but also to instiD 
in the commercial broadcasters the responsibility to reflect 
Christian morality and ethics in their entire programming.4 
1Personal Interview with Mr. Wesley B. Goodman, 
Associate Director of the Broadcasting and Film Commission, 
New York, May 2, 1962. 
2Roland E. Wolsely, Interpreting the Church Through 
Press and Radio (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1951), p.9~ 
3Personal interview with Dr. s. Franklin Mack, Execu-
tive Director of the Broadcasting and Fjlm Commission, New 
York, March 19, 1962. 
4For further information on the policy of cooperative 
broadcasting see: "The Church and the Mass Media," The 
Christian Broadcaster, Vol. VIII, No. 3 {July-September, 1960} 
nn .,._., 
19 
~ "We want to work with them, win their friendship and help 
them see that religion is a part of life." 1 
Thus far cooperative religious broadcasting as it 
developed on the national level has been discussed as a 
necessary background to understanding a state council's ac-
tivities which shall be dealt with in the succeeding 
chapters. 
lor. s. Franklin Mack, op. cit. 
" 
CHAPTER III 
THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Massachusetts was one of the leading states in the 
movement towards interdenominational cooperation which 
characterized Protestant religious development in the United 
States during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. In spite of a record of more than sixty years of 
uninterrupted operation, however, the history of this de-
velopment pathetically remains unwritten. The only compiled 
historical account found by the writer is a two-page sketch 
by Ross Sanderson in his book, Church Cooperation in the 
United States. 
In keeping with the national pattern, Massachusetts' 
first expression of interdenominational cooperation was the 
Sunday School Association which was organized in about 1854.1 
The Massachusetts Sunday School Association, as it was 
officially known, was apparently shortlived; in 1889 it was 
reorganized as the Massachusetts Council of Religious Edu-
cation. The religious education movement which evidently was 
an enterprise initiated by interested individuals and 
churches was well flourishing throughout the state by 1902. 2 
1Ross w. Sanderson, Church Cooperation in the United 
States (Hartford: Finlay Brothers Press, 1960), p. 262. 
2!lli_. 
20 
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An increasing awareness for an official cooperation 
by denominations which was concurrently developing found its 
realization in the Massachusetts Federation of Churches 
which was organized on March 31, 1902. Thirty-two years 
after, in 1934, the Federation merged with the Massachusetts 
Council of Religious Education to become the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches. 1 
Today the Massachusetts Council of Churches is the 
official, state-wide organization for interdenominational 
cooperation. As stated in the constitution, its purpose is 
"to serve as the state-wide cooperative organ of the con-
stituent members in fulfilling their responsibility for the 
Christian Ministry in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts." 
Its membership is composed of twelve denominations and 
eighty-five local councils of churches of varying size and 
strength. These include the majority of Protestant churches 
in the state; that is, nearly eighteen hundred of the two 
thousand local churches. The following table gives the de-
nominations, their membership and the number of churches. 2 
1Massachusetts Council of Churches, Handbook for 
Local Councils of Churches in Massachusetts, 1955, p. 49. 
2Massachusetts Council of Churches, Department of Re-
search and Strategy, 19&2. (unpublished) 
TABLE I 
STATISTICS FOR THE MEMBER DENOMINATIONS 
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES* 
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Total Number of 
Denomination Membership Churches 
Disciples of Christ • • • • • • • 1,129 6 
Evangelical United Bretherns • • 485 6 
New Church • • • • • • . • • . . 708 10 
Friends • . . • . . • . • • • • • 1,569 22 Universalist • . • . . . • • • • 15,559 35 
Luthern • • . • . • • . . • • 15,124 36 
Presbyterian • • • • • . • • • • 9,554 41 
Unitarian • • • • • • . • • • • • 30,398 142 
Episcopalians • • • . . • . • • • 157,417 278 
Baptist • • • • . • • . • • • • • 83,221 293 Methodist • • • • • • • . . • • • 105,074 312 Congregationalist • • • • • • . • 213,117 582 
*Massachusetts Council of Churches, Department of 
Research and Strategy, 1962. (unpublished) 
A denomination is eligible for membership in a council 
of churches if it accepts the "evangelical principle" as 
stated in the preamble of the National Council's constitu-
tion: "In the Providence of God, the time has come when it 
seems fitting more fully to manifast oneness to Jesus Christ 
as Divine Lord and Saviour." The Massachusetts Council of 
Churches includes in its membership the Unitarian and 
Universalist churches--churches that do not adhere to this 
principle.1 Since New England is the home of these two de-
nominations, one could perhaps account for this from a 
1Massachusetts Council of Churches, Handbook for 
Local Councils of Churches in Massachusetts, 1955, p. 10. 
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historical point of view. However, the Massachusetts Council 
of Churches has this to say: 
In some state councils not all member denominations 
subscribe to the National Council's preamble. They work, 
however, effectively and in fullest harmony not only at 
state councils, but in local councils within the state. 
Furthermore, these groups are so well received and their 
coopera-tion so appreciated that any reversal of present 
practice would seriously impair the spirit and substance 
of support for the whole movement. 
One of the basic principles of effective inter-
denominational cooperation is mutual respect and 
~preciation. These are not only differences of theology 
but of policy and practice. Each member denomination in 
a council of churches has the right and privilege of 
making its own witness in its own way, but if it is to 
join in making common foes, it must in loyalty to the 
ecumenical cause accord the right and freedom for other 
Christian bodies which it claims for itself.l 
There are denominations and religious organizations 
that do not agree with the Council in this respect and thus 
hesitate to become full members. For such, the Council has 
made a provision in the form of consultative membership. The 
New England Conference, Augustana Evangelical Lutheran 
Church; the Salvation Army; and the New England Area Council 
of the National Council of the YoUng Men's Christian 
Association, U.S.A. are at present the three consultative 
2 
members. 
1Massachusetts Council of Churches, "Difficulties Ex-
perienced by State Councils in Relation to National, De-
nominational, and Interdenominational Bodies," n.d., p. 3. 
(mimeographed) 
2Massachusetts Council of Churches, "Personnel and 
Office Policies and Practices for Consideration by the 
Personnel Committee," February, 1960. (mimeographed) 
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The governing body, the General Assembly, consists of 
two hundred official representatives named or appointed by 
their respective denominations or local councils of churches. 
A Board of Directors, which meets three times a year exer-
cises the powers of the Assembly when it is not in session, 
and performs two basic functions: (1) supervising the ad-
ministration of the Council, an~ (2) determining policy and 
electing or appointing officers. Through its General 
Assembly and the Board of Directors, the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches makes an effort to speak with a united 
voice on public issues of concern to its member denominations. 
The Council recognizes the differing theological and 
doctrinal interpretations held by the member denominations 
and makes no attempt "to press them into a common theological 
1 
mold." As an administrative agency of the denominations it 
represents, it operates upon the precept "unity in diversity~ 
Consequently, its various activities are non-denominational 
and are not intended to duplicate or substitute for those of 
the denominations. Rather, the Council seeks to do for them 
what they cannot do individually; that is: 
To provide opportunities for the constituent members to 
be of mutual assistance in order to strengthen their 
individual programs, and to help in organizing local 
councils of churches where they do not exist; 
To render supplementary service to the people of the 
churches; 
1Massachusetts Council of Churches, "Constitution." 
" 
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To aid in reaching the people outside the church; 
To proaote cooperation in planning the location and re-
location of churches in order to provide effective 
service for all the people; 
To present a united witness to the community as a whole; 
1 To nourish the spirit of unity in diversity. 
The activities of the Council, by which it carries ou 
these objectives, are varied and include areas such as 
training for leadership in religious education; providing 
chaplains to state hospitals, prisons and other institutions; 
conducting research; providing help to refugees; broad-
2 
casting; and ministering to migrants. It can thus be seen 
that broadcasting is only one of the significant activities 
carried on by the Council, but it does have an integral 
place in the administrative organization as one of the 
thirteen departments of the Council. 
l!lli_. 
lnepartments of church World Responsibility; 
Evangelism, Migrant Ministry, Pastoral Ministry, Public Re-
lations, Radio and Television, Religious Education, Social 
Relations, Research and Strategy, Town and Country, United 
Church Men, United Church Women, Finance. 
CH.AP'l'ER IV 
THE DEPARTMENT OF RADIO AND TELEVISION OF 
THE M:.ASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
In discussing the Department of Radio and Television 
of the Massachusetts Council of Churches in relation to its 
purpose, organization and activities, it is necessary to 
examine its origin in two separate organizations: a volun-
tary Radio-Television Committee in Boston, and a Religious 
Radio-Television Commission in the Pioneer Valley in central 
Massachusetts. 
The Radio-Television Committee of the Council 
It seems as though the Radio-Television Committee of 
the Massachusetts Council of Churches in Boston grew out of 
early attempts made by the Federation of Churches to utilize 
radio on behalf of the cooperating denominations. At the 
annual meeting of the Federation held at Me.theun, 
Massachusetts on November 13, 1928, an official decision was 
made to put on programs in the name or the Federation. 1 Mr. 
Roger w. Babson, one of the honorary vice-presidents of the 
Federation was asked to place two programs, GOOD CHEER and 
laoger W. Babson, "Introduction," Churches and Radio, 
n.d., p. 2. 
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~ the MIDNIGHT MINISTRY, over WBSo, 1 Wellesley, Massachusetts. 
Aside :from these two programs which were discontinued some 
time in 1931, there is no information available to indicate 
to what extent the Federation o:f Churches was engaged in 
religious broadcasting. 
Similarly, it is difficult to determine the nature of 
the Massachusetts Council of Churches' participation in 
broadcasting between 1933, when the Council came into being, 
and 1945 when the first regular program started. All pro-
grams broadcast during this period were largely the efforts 
of interested individuals within the Council. 2 The first 
regular program sponsored by the state council was aired on 
October 25, 1945 under the supervision of Dr. Carl J. 
Friedrich, chairman of the International Relations Department 
of the Council and Professor of Government at Harvard 
University. This weekly program ONE WORLD OR NONE, broadcast 
over WEEI, 3 Boston, consisted of a series of discussions on 
"current" international affairs. The following year, a new 
Radio-Committee composed entirely of volunteers was es-
tablished to carry on similar activities. As a sub-committee 
1WBSO was then owned by the Babson Statistical 
Organization. When it was sold in 1935 the call letters were 
changed to WORL. 
2Massaohusetts Council of Churches, Bay State Church 
1!!!, III, No. 12 (November, 1938), p. 4. 
3WEEI is a 5000 watt station in Boston owned and 
operated by the Columbia Broadcasting Company. 
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of the Department of Public Relations of the Council, the 
committee functioned for almost nine years without a paid 
staff or regular financial ~upport. In 1952, the same com-
mittee became the Radio-Television Committee. 
The Religious Radio-Television Commission 
of the Pioneer Valley 
While the Radio-Television Committee was carrying on 
its activities on a limited scale conducting programs over 
Boston stations, a new venture was being tried out in central 
Massachusetts. To promote Protestant religious broadcasting 
in the Pioneer Valley, eight local councils of churches in 
the area got together to form a Religious Radio-Television 
Commission of the Pioneer Valley. The Councils, which in-
clude greater Springfield, Greenfield, Amherst, Holyoke, 
Springfield, Westfield, Chicopee, Western Hampden and 
Northampton, were all without paid leadership except greater 
Springfield. The initiator of this. project was the Rev. 
Harold Kier, Executive Secretary of the Greater Springfield 
Council of Churches. The purpose of the Commission was to 
coordinate the broadcasting activities of the member councils 
which, in turn, agreed to turn over to the Commission any 
free time made available for their individual programs by 
commercial broadcasting stations in the Valley. Financial 
responsibility for the operation of the project was assumed 
by the eight Pioneer Valley councils and two denominations--
the Massachusetts Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
" 
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and the Massachusetts Congregational-Christian Conference. 
Headed by the Rev. Joseph E. Porter, then a Congre-
gational minister of First Church of Christ in Springfield, 
the Commission was formally launched on September 1, 1953 to 
operate on a two-year experimental basis. 1 In the meantime, 
the member councils were to evaluate its activities and de-
cide as to whether or not it should become permanent. The 
main functions of the Commission were: (1) to establish 
policy, (2) to develop contacts with radio and television 
stations within the area, and (3) to develop personnel and 
machinery in the Valley in order to provide broadcasting 
stations with news, publicity and programs on behalf of the 
2 
member councils of churches. 
Despite the financial difficulties encountered during 
the two years, the project was developed, under the capable 
leadership of Mr. Porter, to a position of note, not only in 
h 1 i h t . 3 Massac usetts but a so n t e na ~on. 
It is significant that such an ambitious undertaking 
as the Religious Radio-Television Commission of the Pioneer 
Valley should come the same year, 1953, in which Protestant 
lnefinition and Agreement of the Religious Radio-
Television Commission of the Pioneer Valley, January, 1955, 
pp. 1, 3. {mimeographed) 
2By-laws of the Religious Radio-Television Commission 
of the Pioneer Valley. {mimeographed) 
)Massachusetts Council of Churches, Christian Outlook, 
XIV (April, 1959), p. 2. 
leaders from all over the world met in Bossey, Switzerland 
to discuss religious radio and television broadcasting. The 
meeting, which resulted in the formation of a World Com-
1 
.m.ittee for Christian Broadcasters had "greater cooperation 
among religious broadcasters of all nations"2 as its purpose. 
About this time also a renewed interest in religious broad-
casting was noted throughout the United States. Radio and 
television workshops and institutes were conducted by the 
Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 
Churches in various parts of the country to bring home to the 
clergy, as well as the laymen, a greater awareness of the 
potentials in religious broadcasting.3 
Merger of the Radio-Television Committee 
and the Pioneer Valley Commission 
Meanwhile, the Massachusetts Council of Churches had 
begun to realize the need of establishing a state-wide 
broadcasting service in order to meet the increasing demand 
for adequate Protestant religious broadcasting. When the 
time came for the Council to take action, it sought to in-
1The name of the committee was changed to "World 
Association of Christian Broadcasters" in 1961 at the World 
Council of Churches Assembly, New Delhi, India. 
2 
"Church Groups Push Use ot Mass Communication," 
Springfield Republican (May 10, 1953}. 
3"In the last few months religious interest in these 
fields has spurted sharply," ~· 
corporate the activities of the Radio-Television Committee 
in Boston with that of the Pioneer Valley Commission. The 
Jl 
reason for the move was to avoid unnecessary competition 
between the state and local councils which obviously had the 
same objective in mind; and to further Protestant coopera-
\ 
tion in another vital area of service-religious broadcasting. 
An agreement was reached by both parties, and on September 1, 
1955 a merger was effected. The Radio-Television Committee 
and the Religious Radio-Television Commission of the Pioneer 
Valley were united into the Department of Radio and Tele-
vision of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. The 
financial responsibility assumed by the Council was readily 
and eagerly accepted by the merging groups, both of which had 
1 been operating under considerable financial stresses. 
After the merger, the Pioneer Valley Commission 
became a religious subcommittee of the Department as a radio-
television production agency. Mr. Porter, director of the 
Pioneer Valley Commission, was named head of the newly 
created Department in 1956. The Department was located in 
Springfield prior to moving to Boston in 1959. 
The late Rev. Joseph E. Porter was one of the few 
full-time paid executives in broadcasting activities within 
any state council in the country. He was instrumental in the 
formation and early growth of the Department. Born in New 
1The financial support of the Department comes from 
the general budget of the Council. See Appendix A for six 
years budget. 
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Brunswick, New Jersey on October 14, 1919, he received his 
education at the Divinity School, Duke University, where he 
earned his B.A. and B.D. in 1941 and 1949 respectively. His 
early experience in radio broadcasting began at the Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia. While there he 
inaugurated a devotional radio program. In order to gain 
further experience in this media, he later joined WRVA in 
Richmond as a staff announcer and producer. Eventually, his 
experiences included writing and directing regular studio 
shows; musicals, quiz, and variety shows. 1 
With ten years of rich experience in commercial radio 
broadcasting and an interestingly varied background, first as 
an Episcopalian, then Dutch Reformed, turning to the 
2 Presbyterian and finally Congregational. Mr. Porter was the 
most logical person to head such a pioneer inter-
denominational project. Commenting on Mr. Porter's appoint-
ment, Dr. Forest Knapp, Executive Secretary of the Council, 
stated, "There are few persons who had the combination of 
training and experience which so well fit them for this 
position."3 With fervent zeal and dedication, working sixty 
1News from MCC (December 30, 1955). (mimeographed) 
2Ibid. 
-
3~. 
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1 
to seventy hours a week, Mr. Porter laid the foundation for 
the state-wide broadcasting activity of the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches. 
Policy 
On May 7, 1957, the Board of Directors of the Council 
made an official policy-statement for the Department of Radio 
and Television. The various aspects defined therein in-
clude: {1} membership, {2} organization, {3) the role of 
radio and television committees of local councils of 
churches, {4) the role of denominational radio and tele-
vision committees, {5) purposes, (6) functions, (7) relations 
with broadcasting stations, and {8} programs and their 
sponsorship. 2 The section dealing particularly with the 
sponsorship of religious programs, as was discussed in 
Chapter II, was adopted in full from the Advisory Policy 
Statement of Religious Broadcasting issued by the National 
Council in 1956. Because of limited financial and personnel 
resources, some aspects of the Department's policy have not 
been implemented. 
1In addition to his busy schedule in the Valley, Mr. 
Porter was also a member of the Board of Managers of the 
Broadcasting and Film Commission; a president of the Council 
of Broadcasters Fellowship and chairman of the New England 
Councils of Churches Broadcasters. 
Mr. Porter died suddenly on January 21, 1959, after 
an attack while recording a radio program for the World Day 
of Prayer. 
2see Appendix B for policy-statement. 
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Membership and Organization 
According to the policy, membership of the Department 
Committee would consist of a minimum of one or a maximum of 
three representatives from each of the constituent de-
l 
nominations, and two from the five Area Commissions. At 
present, three of the denominations--Friends, Disciples of 
Christ, and Lutherans--are not represented in the Committee. 
However, the Mormons, though not members of the State Counci 
are represented in the Committee through the Attleboro 
Council of Churches. This is in accordance with the article 
in the policy which provides membership for special groups. 
The purpose of the Area Commissions was to give some 
regional autonomy in television programming. These area 
divisions were then to work with the advice and consent of 
the state Council Department. At the present, only three of 
the five Area Commissions are represented in the Membership 
of the Department's Committee. Of these, the Western Com-
mission is doing the most in television programming as 
originally planned, and covers the area previously served by 
the Pioneer Valley Commission. The greater Boston Area Com-
mission meets on call, and concerns itself mainly with: 
(1) reviewing present programming, (2) planning programs for 
the future, and (3) assigning "talent" for existing programs. 
1Area Commission is the term designated to the five 
geographical divisions of the state (Northeastern, South-
eastern, Central, Western, and Greater Boston) as defined b7 
the Harvard Bureau of Research. See map in Appendix c. 
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For example, WEEI 's CALL TO CHURCH, a program arranged on 
rotating basis among four religious groups--Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, Christian Science, and Jewish--secures the 
Protestant ministers through th~ Boston Area Commission. 
However, since its transfer from Springfield to Boston, the 
Department has tended to become more and mor~ a clearing 
house for program information and "talent" placement. The 
third Area Commission which is represented in the Department 
Committee is the Southern Area Commission which meets ir-
regularly and is relatively inactive. According to the 
Rev. T. c. Whitehouse, Director of the Department, there is 
a possibility of this commission becoming active in the 
foreseeable future, when New Bedford acquires Channel 8, 
television outlet. 
The Northeastern and Central Commission have never 
become functional for several reasons, the most obvious of 
which is the absence of television outlets in these regions. 
Even in radio, for which Area Commissions are not primarily 
responsible, the diffuse broadcasting market in these 
sections has offered very little motivation to local councils 
of churches. 
Relation With Local Radio-Television Committees 
The policy further makes provision for radio and 
television committees of local councils of churches to work 
with their respective Area Commissions of which they were to 
be members. It must be noted here that many of these cam-
" 
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mittees antedate the state Council's Department. Like the 
local councils of churches themselves, these committees are 
autonomous in nature and vary a great deal as to their 
structure and activities. While some councils have full-
time executives, others have only part-time and still others 
1 
only volunteer leadership. It is for this reason that it 
is difficult to obtain accurate information about them and 
to determine the nature and degree of their involvement in 
broadcasting. For instance, the Department was unable to 
provide a complete list of all local radio-television com-
mittees. The existence of such committees depends on their 
location. Where there is a station that functions in re-
lation to a local council, the council usually provides a 
committee, or a chairman, to plan for ministers to partici-
pate in the religious programs of the particular station. In 
addition, the committee or its chairman, whichever the case 
may be, serves to promote state and national programs when 
necessary. 
Relation With Denominational 
Radio-Television Committees 
Moreover, the Department seeks the cooperation of de-
nominational radio and television committees to assist in 
production, training and recruiting personnel for the 
4Massachusetts Council of Churches, Handbook for 
Local Councils of Churches in Massachusetts, 1955, p. 5o. 
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council's cooperative effort in the mass media. To date, 
three of the twelve member denominations have established 
local and regional committees. These are the United 
Presbyterian Synod or New England, the Methodist Church and 
the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. As is 
true of most denominations, those who have local committees 
tend to give priority to pro~ams produced by their own 
national bodies in preference to those produced by other 
similar agencies. Three of the four conferences which con-
stitute the Boston area1 of the Methodist church include 
Massachusetts. Each of these conferences has a Radio, 
Television and Film Commission set up in accordance with the 
national structure of the church. These commissions have in 
the past provided the Department of Radio and Television with 
special funds to promote two of their nationally produced 
television series, TALK BACK, and BREAKTHRU. The United 
Presbyterian Synod has also provided support for MAN AND HIS 
PROBLEMS, a television series produced by its national office 
in cooperation with the Westinghouse Broadcasting Company. 
Objectives 
While full cooperation with the various agencies 
1The "Boston Area" takes its name from the location 
of the bishop's office rather than from the region he pre-
sides over. Thus, the Boston Area of the Methodist Church 
includes four annual conferences: New England, New England 
Southern, New Hampshire and Maine. Three of these four con-
ferences touch Massachusetts. 
" 
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mentioned in the policy is still. a desired goal, the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches attempts to fulfill certain 
objectives through its broadcasting ministry. As defined in 
the policy, the objectives are as follows: 
1. To bring more people under the influence of the 
life and teaching of Je~us. 
2. To convince more people that Christianity can help 
them in making decisions and in meeting everyday 
problems. 
). To interpret the Church as a place of fellowship 
and inspiration--a relationship that can add 
dignity and purpose, strength and joy to the life 
of every individual. 
4. To create the general climate of opinion in which 
religion is not only treated with toleration and 
respect but hailed as the source of all the values 
that give meaning.and security to life. 
5. To inspire more people to take seriously their 
responsibility as citizens in a great Democracy--
to preserve ouf freedom and to advance the cause of 
righ,teousness. 
Functions 
The responsibility of the Department is primarily to 
be concerned with general policy and with program, news, 
publicity, training, etc., which is of a state-wide nature in 
its coverage, as well as offering guidance and direction to 
2 
its Area Commissions. 
The director of the Department is available to local 
1Massachusetts Council of Churches, Policies and 
Radio and Television, May?, 1957. 
2Ibid. 
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councils of churches for consultation, when, for instance, 
problems and questions arise concerning the use of public 
service time. With regard to broadcasting stations, the 
director in his advisory capacity renders three principal 
services: {1) providing information concerning those re-
ligious organizations seeking public service time; {2) pro-
viding statistical material about churches and their ac-
tivities; and {3) auditing Protestant programs when requested 
by stations. 
The Staff 
In addition to the director, the staff of the 
Department consists of a full-time secretary and a number of 
volunteers. The Department committee, which meets three 
times a year plans the over-all function of the Department. 
In between meetings, the director has considerable dis-
cretionary power in matters of policy and routine work. A 
surprising degree of versatility is displayed by the di-
rector, who does most of the producing, recruiting, broad-
casting and consulting single-handed. 
Aside from the jobs it performs in its consultative 
capacity, the main function of the Department is programming-
a subject which shall be considered in the following chapter. 
CHAPTER V 
PROGRAMMING BY THE :MASSACHUSETTS 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The Protestant religious programs that are broadcast 
in Massachusetts have various origins both within and outsid.e 
of the state. The external sources include independent, or 
Unaffiliated broadcasters who generally buy time like Dr. 
Billy Graham of the HOUR OF nECISION and Dr. Charles Fuller 
of the OLD FASHION REVIVAL HOUR; and a cooperative broad-
caster, the National Council of Churches. Similarly within 
the state, those who purchase time include individual 
churches, such as Park Street Congregational Church in 
1 Boston and even an organization, the New England Fellowship 
2 
of Evangelicals. In contrast there are the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches, local councils of churches and 
ministerial associations which, in accordance with their 
general policy, broadcast only on sustaining time. Broad-
casting stations also originate religious programs as a 
public service in cooperation with churches and religious 
1Park Street Congregational Church is heard twice on 
Sundays over WEZE, Boston. 
2New England Fellowship of Evangelicals is an organi-
zation representing the more conservative branch of 
Protestantism. 
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programs as a public service in cooperation with churches 
and religious organizations in their communities. At times, 
councils of churches and ministerial associations supply 
"talents" for these programs but the stations themselves de-
termine the format. For example, SUNRISE SERVICE, a fifteen-
minute daily devotional, is a WHDH1 radio program which is 
produced in association with the Massachusetts Council of 
Churches. Another example of this type of programming is 
WEEI's CALL TO CHURCH, an all-faiths program which procures 
its Protestant participants through the Greater Boston Area 
Commission. 
Aside from the fact that some Protestants purchase air 
time for their programs, while others do not, basic differ-
ences in emphasis and treatment of the programs were noted in 
the New Haven study of audiences for religious radio and 
television programs. 2 According to the study, Protestant 
programs were classified into two general groups: the 
"fundamentalist" Protestant and the "cooperative" Protestant. 
The former is distinguished from the latter by its sharp 
focus upon the individual. "Agressive" attempts to win . 
3 
converts are characteristic of the fundamentalist approach. 
By contrast, the "cooperative" programs take a "middle-of-the-
1WHDH is a 50,000 watt radio-television station in 
Boston owned and operated by WHDH, Inc. 
2Parker, Barry, and Smythe, op. cit., p. 115. 
)Ibid. 
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1 
road position" and may be expressed in two different ways. 
The one way treats men as "endowed with inalienable dignity 
and with potential for growing in the process of working out 
their own problems," and holds them responsible for social 
2 problems. The other presents religious experience primarily 
as "intra-person reference rather than one of concern for 
fellow men."3 
Irrespective of the differences in approach and treat-
ment, however, Protestants have as thei~ primary aim reaching 
the "unchurched." "We should be using radio and television tc 
reach the people who are unchurched or not ordinarily ac-
cessible to Christian preaching and teaching.n4 In 
5 Massachusetts, of the 5,315,000 resident persons in 1960, 
6 
about a million come under this primary target group. The 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, in its broadcasting policy, 
further specifies the audiences it seeks to reach through its 
programs. They are as follows: 
P• 7. 
2~., p. 114. 
3Ibid. 
4The Christian Broadcaster (April-September, 1957), 
5Radio-Television Year Book (1960), p. 408. 
~assachusetts Council of Churches, Policies on Radio 
and Television, May 7, 1957. (mimeographed) 
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A. The Council should attempt to provide programs of 
such a nature, in harmony with the basic policies, 
that they will have an appeal to the maximum 
audience. 
B. Programs must be "beamed" toward specific audience 
groups if they are to be effective. Such groups 
are the following: 
1. A core group of Protestant and Orthodox 
Christians who love their Lord earnestly and 
sincerely. Included in this group are the 
faithful few who are expected to pray for the 
support of every worthy religious endeavour, 
from missions to religious broadcasting. This 
group may total from one-third to one-half of 
all church members. 
2. A large group, perhaps as much as half to two-
thirds of all enrolled church members, who may 
not regularly attend church, or if they do 
fail to understand or have not "bought" what 
Christianity has to offer. In their eyes they 
are Christians and Protestants or Orthodox. 
Included are those who give church preferences 
but may or may not be members. Approximately 
twice as many members of the community give 
Protestant and Orthodox denominational prefer-
ence as are to be found on the rolls of local 
congregations. 
J. Persons of no church relationship who are in-
different or resistant to the Christian message 
Many of them have no interest in broadcast pro-
grams labeled "religious." They are not con-
sciously "in the market" for the Christian 
message. The total number of persons not 
associated with any church or synagogue in 
Massachusetts is more than a million, but how 
many of them are completely disinterested in 
religion is not known. 
4. Roman Catholics, Jews, and others who are 
strongly attached to their own churches or 
synagogues and who are not interested in the 
Protestant message.l 
lMassachusetts Council of Churches, Policies on Radio 
and Television, May 7, 1957. (mimeographed) 
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According to the policy, potential sources of programs 
to be "sponsored"l by the Council include: {1) The National 
Council, (2) national denominational bodies, {3) state de-
nominational bodies, (4) local councils of churches, and 
{5) the Massachusetts Council of Churches. In practice, 
however, the Department of Radio and Television has adopted 
a working policy to sponsor national programs only as they 
are distributed by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of 
the National Council. For example, the Department does not 
place the METHODIST LAYMEN HOUR and the BAPTIST LAYMEN HOUR, 
both national denominational programs, but not distributed by 
the Broadcasting and Film Commission. 
On June 26, 1958, a special policy committee was 
called to study the problem of handling denominational pro-
grams not channeled through the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission. The decision of the committee was that the 
Department should attempt to preserve the individuality of 
the denominations through special events and acknowledge their 
. 2 contr~butions. However, because of the limited air time 
available to the Council, the Department has again adopted a 
practical policy not to handle any state denominational pro-
grams except when there is a special program need to be filled 
1The term "sponsored" is here used to mean that the 
Council is the responsible agency to insure the quality and 
reliability of the programs broadcast in its name. 
2Massachusetts Council of Churches, Special Policy 
Committee Meeting (June 26, 1958), p. 2. (mimeographed) 
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in, such as during the summer. On occasions, the director 
attempts to interview· individuals from the various member de-
nominations. Inl96l, a thirteen-week series entitled THIS 
IS MY CHURCH presented denominational leaders to express 
their beliefs. Nevertheless, as was already noted in Chapter 
IV, denominations tend to give priority to their own programs. 
At this writing, two member denominations are conducting 
their own programs independently. These are the Methodist 
and the Unitarian-Universalist. 
THE BEST OF LIVING, the Methodist program grew out of 
a Sunday morning service of the Copley Methodist Church in 
Boston. The program is produced by the Rev. John D. Erb, 
minister of the church, and is paid for by the Methodist Men 
of the New England Conference. According to Mr. Everett o. 
Rowell, Staff Assistant of the church, the purpose of the 
program is to present outstanding men and the work of the 
Methodist church, "We are the voice of the Methodism Q.n the 
area). ,l The thought implied during the interview was that 
the Methodist Church is doing what is being done by other 
denominations who are members of the cooperative group, that 
is, the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 
The Unitarian-Universalist program, THE QUESTION, is 
sponsored by four churches in Boston and is produced in co-
1Phone interview with Mr. Everett 0. Rowell, Staff 
Assistant of the Copley Methodist Church, Boston, April 13, 
1962. 
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operation with the Unitarian-Universalist Association. The 
purpose of the program, as explained by Mr. G. Robert Hohler, 
Assistant Director of Information of the Association, is "to 
experiment with religious broadcasting on days other than 
1 
sunday." It was Mr. Hohler's opinion that Sunday programming 
is less likely to reach the unchurched who are the primary 
target of the Protestant broadcasters. Broadcasters, he be-
lieves, set aside Sunday morning for religious purposes in 
order to discharge their public service responsibilities. 
Mr. Hohler stated that although his denomination is anxious 
to participate in the general program of the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches, it is impossible to fit all available 
programs into the time and format offered to the Council. 
2 
Therefore, he felt that the only alternative is to buy time. 
Locally, in towns, cities and regions, religious pro-
grams are produced and broadcast under the direct sponsorship 
of local councils of churches and ministerial associations. 3 
' 
Programming by the Department consists of three types: 
regular, special and series. In regular programming, the 
Department either produces the entire program "package pro-
1Personal Interview with Mr. G. Robert Hohler, 
Assistant Director of Information, Unitarian-Universalist 
Association, Boston, April 17, 1962. 
2Ibid. 
3see Appendix D for a list of programs broadcast under 
the sponsorship of councils of churches and ministerial 
associations in Massachusetts. 
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duction" or supplies only the "talents" with the format de-
cided by the station concerned. Special programming involves 
the presentation of particular religious events of national 
and denominational nature. Prior to 1959, which marks the 
change in the Department's administration, this type of pro-
gramming also included seasonal events such as Christmas, 
Easter and Thanksgiving. Since then, however, these have 
been eliminated because, in the words of the director, "of 
limited financial resources and the existence of competitive 
programming by groups such as the networks, the National 
Council and the denominations." Series programming consists 
of various kinds of programs in which different groups or 
individuals participate to present a series of interpretative 
programs on various topics. 
Since its inception in 1956, the Department has pro-
duced numerous programs, most of which would be classified as 
"special."1 Although church service broadcasts are the 
traditional type of religious programming, the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches does not recommend such programs as 
effective to reach the unchurched. It was Mr. Porter who 
said that traditional religious services "do not create re-
ligious feelings in the viewer. It is more the effect of a 
bird viewing the scene from the rafters."2 Considering 
1see Appendix E for Major Special programs produced by 
the Department. 
2Massachusetts Council of Churches, Christian Outlook, 
SI, No. 5 (January, 1956), p. 3. 
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Protestant services on radio and television as a misuse of 
valuable air-time, Mr. Porter gave four reasons as to why he 
thought church services were not the most effective pro-
gramming. 
First, as a result of study and research, both the 
National Council of Churches and the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches have taken the position that mass 
media should be primarily directed to the people on the 
fringe of the Protestant church and not to those who are 
"convinced Christians." However, such will be watched 
and appreciated by the latter group while the reverse is 
not likely to be true. Research shows that the church 
service broadcast does not reach the large group. 
Second, research shows that no more people watch or listen 
to programs direct from churches than are sitting within 
that particular church on that given Sunday. These people 
have the same wants, desires and needs as those actually 
in church. Churches can reach these people through 
regular channels, so mass media need not duplicate this 
function. 
Third, the listener or viewer cannot participate in the 
worship as he would in the church itself. A similar com-
parison would be that of a person in the stands watching 
a football game as opposed to the reaction of a home 
listener or viewer. This sense of participation is not 
important in football, but it is important in a church 
service or worship. 
Fourth, a remote broadcast involves money which could be 
put to better use in the production of more and better 
programs. The approximate cost of a telecast would be 
between two and three thousand dollars per hour program. 
Even radio would involve cost of lines and an engineer. 
These costs are sometimes paid in part or in full by the 
churches. The estimate does not include any of the free 
air time. 
Other types of programs have better opportunity to reach 
the desired audience and would be a wiser itewardship of 
the limited amount of public service time. 
At this writing, the Department has six regular weekly 
1 programs broadcast over four Boston stations: WNAC, WBZ-
WBZA, 2 WHDH-radio and WHDH-TV. 
SUNRISE SERVICE, a fifteen-minute weekday devotional 
radio program over WHDH began in 1948 under the sponsorship 
ot the Radio-Committee of the Council. Produced co-
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operatively by the station and the Council, SUNRISE SERVICE 
has been broadcast regularly since that time. The original 
broadcast time was 6:45 a.m. but was changed to 6:15 a.m. and 
has since maintained that schedule. 
CHURCHMEN WEIGH THE ~s, currently broadcast at 
10:30 a.m., is a fifteen-minute radio program over WNAC. It 
began in 1949 as a spontaneous and unrehearsed discussion on 
current issues. Originally tour panels, of four men each, 
met in rotation under the chairmanship of Dr. Dwight c. Smith, 
then minister of Mt. Vernon Church, Boston. Themes for the 
discussions were chosen by the panel members as they got to-
gether to transcribe the programs. The discussions dealt in 
the fields of politics, economics, education, state problems, 
national issues and world affairs. 
In 1960, the panel format was ch.anged to a series of 
interviews. During most of the series, the participants are 
interviewed by the director of the Department covering widely 
varied areas of topics. The program proposes "to demonstrate 
lWNAC is a 50,000 watt station owned by RKO General. 
2WBZ-WBZA is a 50,000 watt station owned and operated 
by the Westinghouse Broadcasting Company. 
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to the public the wide application of religious principles to 
the understanding of the problems in the contemporary world."l 
THIS I KNOW, "stressing news and views on the brighter 
2 
side," has been broadcast over WBZ-WBZA, Boston-Springfield 
since 1952. The program was initiated as a result of interest 
by two laymen from Lexington, Massachusetts, who wanted to 
have purposeful, "forward-looking" Christian messages pre-
sented to more people than is usually possible through the 
churches. Under the direction of the Radio-Television Com-
mittee of the Council, THIS I KNOW began to be broadcast on 
Sunday, November 2, 1952 at 9:45a.m., featuring four out-
standing ministers. They were the Rev. Dr. Roy Pearson, the 
Hancock Congregational Church, Lexington; the Rev. Dr~ Emory 
s. Duck, the editor of Zion's Herald; the Rev. Dr. Herbert 
Gezork, president of Andover-Newton Theological School; and 
the Rev. Dr. Theodore P. Ferris, Trinity Church, Boston. 
The fifteen-minute time originally given to the program 
was expanded to thirty-minutes in 1955 and the initial time, 
which was 9:30 a.m. Sunday, was changed to 9:30 p.m. Present-
ly, it is broadcast at 10:05 p.m. 
In February 1960, the format for the program was 
changed. In the first ten minutes of the program, the di-
rector of the Department reports news "to show the finger of 
1Massachusetts Council of Churches, Christian Outlook, 
VI, No. 5 (January, 1951}, p. 2. 
2Massachusetts Council of Churches, Christian Outlook, 
XVII, No.4 (Summer Edition, 1962}, p. 2. 
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1 God in the history we are making. He starts with, "This I 
know there is good news." 
The next ten minutes open with, "This I know there is 
good music," and presents great religious music with a 
commentator. 
In the last ten minutes, a minister or a laymen gives 
a short testimony starting with the words, "This I know ••• " 
and proceeds with what he has to say. 2 
Every Friday at 10:25 a.m., the director of the 
Department receives an AROUND THE TOWN call from WNAC-radio. 
This daily program presents individuals from many professions 
to express their views and opinions on various topics. On 
this particular day, the Rev. T. C. Whitehouse reports, for 
about five minutes, the important religious events3 of the 
week in relation to all faiths. 
RING AROUND SUNDAY, a Sunday morning thirty-minute 
television series over WHDH-'TV, is a children's program. It 
began in the Fall in 1961, built around a dramatic film TEEN 
TALK BACK, taken from a Methodist Television program. One 
series used DAVEY AND GOLIATH, a fifteen-minute children's 
program produced by the United Church of Christ. 
After the film was shown, the remaining fifteen 
minutes were used for discussing the film with three or four 
1Ibid. 
2see Appendix F for a sample script of the program. 
3A weekly religious newscript is prepared by the 
Department for distribution to stations in Massachusetts and 
for subscription to those outside. ____ 
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children at the studio. Another series used a missionary 
film OFF TO ADVENTURE with African students in the Boston 
area participating in the discussion and comment. 
The purpose of RING AROUND SUNDAY is to provide the 
Sunday morning children audience with a television program of 
higher caliber than is usually available on regular tele-
vision. 
WE BELIEVE is WHDH-TV's across-the-board (Monday 
through Friday, 10:15 a.m.) fifteen-minutes religious series 
for all faiths. On Tuesday mornings, the Rev. Meredith 
Handspicker of the faculty of Andover-Newton Theological 
School appears on behalf of the Massachusetts Council of 
Churches. The program varies from devotional to educational 
in the week to week presentation. 
In the production of all these programs, the 
Department depends heavily on voluntary "talents." During 
the period of 1959-1960, about two hundred and ten different 
people were reported to have participated in the activities 
of the Department either on the air or behind the scene. 1 
Actual production cost is, therefore, minimal. Of the 
$19,442.00 total budget of the Department in 1961, the desig-
nated amount for program supplies was $2,.300. 00 of which only 
$1,.3.35.24 was spent. The programs are pre-recorded either at 
~assachusetts Council of Churches, Acts of the 
Churches throu~h the Massachusetts Council of Churches 1959-
60, November 1 , 1960. 
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the Council's studio1 or at the respective stations, depend-
ing on the policy set by the latter. 
As a religious organization that relies on public 
service time for the presentation of its programs, the 
Council faces certain problems. The most obvious is the 
question of securing time when many people are likely to be 
listening. Sunday morning is set aside by commercial 
stations for religious broadcasts even though the stations 
are well aware that the listening audience is at a minimum. 
"The station is conscious of the low audience ratings on the 
religious programs, but feels it is performing a service."2 
A quick scanning at the list of programs sponsored by local 
councils of churches in Massachusetts reveals that the 
majority of the programs are broadcast on Sunday between 
3 6:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
In the production of special programs, the Department 
runs into the possible danger of putting in much time, effort, 
and money for programs that might not be used by stations. 
In 1961, forty-two requests were sent to stations to plaQe a 
program - THIS IS MY CHURCH. Ten stations replied; only four 
used it. The following chapter will evaluate stations' re-
sponse to an opinion survey on the services and programs of 
the Department. 
lin 1960 the Department acquired a studio, "Stewart 
Memorial Studied (located in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
in Boston)i The studio wa~ given by Mr. Cbhester c. Stewart 
and is des gned for record1ng and dlrect roadcasts to rad1o 
stations in the Boston Area. 
2DeBrine, op. cit. 
3see A pendix D. 
CHAPTER VI 
EVALUATION OF AN OPINION SURVEY 
In order to determine the opinion of broadcasting 
stations about the service of the Department of Radio and 
Television and the programs sponsored by the Council, opinion 
questions were prepared and mailed to sixty-six Massachusetts 
radio and television stations. The mailing list was secured 
from the Department's files. The stations were asked to give 
the following information: (1) the percentage of paid and 
sustaining time that they allot to all Protestant programs, 
and the sustaining time devoted to programs sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches (MCC); {2) whether they 
thought the Department facilitated the scheduling of their 
Protestant religious programs; (3) whether they preferred an 
approach by such an interdenominational agency to that of 
individual church or religious groups; (4) their opinion about1 
the programs sponsored by the MCC; and {5) what they thought 
of their relationship with the MCC. 
Replies were received from thirty-seven stations, or 
fifty-six per cent of those mailed. Although the return 
may be considered to be high, by normal standards, this 
survey cannot be considered as a scientifically accurate 
cross-section. However, the replies received do reveal 
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valuable information that provides some insight that will aid 
thinking in terms of stations' needs. They also point out 
some of the strengths and weaknesses of the Department. 
The returns from the thirty-seven stations have been 
classified according to types of responses in the following 
five categories. 
TABLE II 
REPLIES TO Q,UESTI ONNAIRE T 0 A SAMPLE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS BROADCASTING STATIONS 
Respondents 
Stations having no religious broad-
casting • • • • . • . . • . . . • • Stations having no relationship with 
MCC • • • • • • • . • • . . . • . • 
Stations dealing only with local 
councils of churches • • . • • • • 
Stations using MCC programs only on 
occasions • • • . . . • • • • • • . Stations using MCC programs regularly 
Totals • • • • • . . . . • • • • • 
Number of 
Replies 
3 
11 
6 
7 
10 
37 
Per Cent 
8.1 
29.7 
16.2 
18.9 
27.0 
99.9 
Three stations do not broadcast any religious programs 
at all. As one said, "Our policy prohibits any religious 
broadcasting." 
Eleven stations from the total responding reported 
that they had no relationship with the Council. Of these, 
four said they are unaware of the MCC. "Don't know anything 
about MCC." Five were aware of the Council but indicated 
• 
their preference for local programs. 
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Those under the category "others" were two stations 
which described their format as one of "music and news" with 
a minimum of talk on the air. However, they suggested for 
possible MCC action the idea of short spiritual messages. 
One said, "Our type of format is highly adaptable to any re-
ligious material that is in so-called capsule form, usually 
short thoughts for the day, etc." The other respondents 
.stated: 
The fact that we currently broadcast none of the programs 
of the MCC should not indicate a disregard on our part 
for the moral problems and needs of our audience. We are 
ever ready to worthy causes, sacred and secular. 
These same respondents expressed a hope that such a survey 
"will reveal facts that may indicate a need for new pro-
gramming by the MCC to include such stations as ours •. There 
are many such in this area." 
The six stations that dealt only with local councils 
of churches reported having a satisfactory relationship. A 
representative expression of this group is• "This local 
arrangement has been highly satisfying to all concerned and 
we plan to continue this approach to our Protestant religious 
programming." 
Seventeen stations use MCC sponsored programs either 
regularly (ten stations) or occasionally (seven stations). 
For the purpose here, they will be referred to as "regular 
broadcasters" and "occasional broadcasters," respectively. 
By "occasional" is meant the use of the MCC programs during 
the Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving seasons. Although the 
"occasional broadcasters" were appreciative of these pro-
grams, they felt that their primary responsibility was to 
local religious interests. One respondent said: 
All material we have received from the MCC has been of 
high quality, but in no way does it (or could it) sub-
stitute for the local church broadcasts which we have 
always broadcast Sunday at 11:00, live, on a rotating 
basis, with all churches of the local council partici-
pating. 
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The following three suggestions were also made by the 
"occasional" group. 
1. A list of MCC produced tapes should be sent to 
stations more frequently and "with full details of 
the subject matter, handlings, lengths, etc." 
2. The appointing of a liaison person on each local 
council would "facilitate the arrangements for 
publicity of MCC broadcasts." 
). Any information regarding regional religious ac-
tivities covered by the MCC should be "forwarded 
to that respective location for broadcast by the 
local station." 
The ten stations using MCC programs regularly were in 
a position to complete the survey questions. Of the median, 
1.56 per cent of the total time devoted to all Protestant 
programs, the median percentage for air time alloted to the 
MCC programs was l.OO per cent. 
To the question, "Would you say the Department of 
Radio and Television has facilitated the scheduling of 
(Protestant) religious programs on your station?" Eight re-
plied positively, one was negative and the other i.ndifferent. 
Another question was intended to find out if the 
stations preferred such an arrangement (approach by an inter-
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denominational agency) and their reason for such preference. 
"Would you prefer such an arrangement to approaches made by 
individual church or religious groups? Why?" 
Again eight responded positively and one was in-
different, "It does not matter." The other respondent which 
devoted almost three-fourths of its religious time (3.5 per 
cent of 4.2 per cent) to the MCC, indicated its preference to 
be approached by.individual churches. Since, however, there 
is no obligation for a station to give time to any particular 
group, this reply is inconsistent with the indicated practice 
of the station. 
Some of the reasons given by the eight stations that 
.preferred to be approached by the MCC follow: 
1. It saves time and energy and gets the same or 
better results. 
2. Working through a multi-denominational agency 
(such as the Council, the Mass. Board of Rabbis, 
and the.Archdiocesan Catholic Television Center) 
helps in the development of religious programming 
proportionately responsive to the cross-sectional 
needs and interests of the community in this 
particular progrmnming category. 
3. Since the MCC rep.resents the major denominations 
in this area it is easier, less ·confusing than to 
negotiate with each separate group. 
The replies to, "What is your general opinion about 
the programs sponsored by the MCC?" are divided into three 
categories: "unfaV0rable," "favorable," and "very favorable." 
I 
I 
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TABLE III 
STATIONS' RATINGS OF MCC PROGRAMS 
Respondents (17) Unfavorable Favorable 
Very 
Favorable 
Regular broadcasters 
Occasional broad-
casters • • • • . . 
Totals 
0 
0 
0 
4 6 
3 4 
7 10 
The category "favorable" includes respondents who de-
scribed the programs as "fine," "good" and "generally good." 
The very favorable category includes those \W,ho used de-
scriptive terms such as "very good," "excell~;;nt," "well or-
ganized" and "well balanced." One regular broadcaster who 
described the programs as being excellent, added, "They 
reflect an awareness of the necessity for religious program-
ming techniques and advances in communications." Other 
comments from the same category were, "as long as they do 
not backslide we will continue t'o broadcast them," "speakers 
and musical content are far superior as arranged by MCC." 
One of the "occasional broadcasters" said, "On the few 
occasions, two or three times I have found the programs of 
exceptional religious value, good quality and well produced." 
The last question was an attempt to see the kind of 
relationship the stations have with the Council. In addition, 
they were asked what they thought the weakness and strengths 
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of the MCC were. 
About three-fourths (of the seventeen) respondents de-
scribed their relationship as being "satisfactory" or 
"excellent." Most of them said they get excellent co-
operation. " • • • we have found them to be most co-
operative." One station expressed the strength of the 
Department to be " • • • the assignment of a full-time radio-
television representative to work with local stations in 
development of religious programming." By another, a weak-
ness was pointed out as "indifferent attitude of ot.lle:os~hurch 
groupS)." A shortage of personnel was noted as a weakness by 
" • • 
• would recommend the radio-television director one. 
have more assistance." One who indicated having very good 
relation added, "but hear from.them too little." 
In summary, the findings of this pilot opinion survey 
shows that over half (twenty-three of thirty-seven) of the 
respondents broadcast programs sponsored by councils of 
churches, local and state. Of these, less than a third use 
these programs regularly. The general feeling expressed is 
emphasis on local programming. However, the fact that the 
"occasional broadcasters" took the initiative to make sug-
gestions as to what the state Council should do indicates 
that there is also a need for additional programming by the 
MCC. The amount of time (over two-thirds of total time de-
voted to Protestant programs) alloted to the Council programs 
and the high rating of the programs are encouraging. 
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Over a third of the "no relationship" category re-
ported being unaware of the MCC. This and other replies such 
as, "but hear from them too little,'' and suggestions for 
appointing a person on the local level "to facilitate the 
arrangement for publicity" are strong indications of a need 
for establishing additional means for effective communications 
between broadcasting stations and the Council. 
The answers in general do not seem to indicate that the 
stations are very concerned one way or the other. Therefore, 
the Massachusetts Council of Churches may have some responsi-. 
bility to do a better job of coordination. 
CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY .AND CONCLUSIONS 
1 
Summary 
Because of various factors involved, such as the com-
mercial orientation and private ownership of the broadcasting 
industry operating on a publicly owned media of communication 
and the existence of many different religious groups, re-
ligious broadcasting in the United States is varied and 
complex in character and organization. 
Licensing of stations by the Federal Communications 
Commission is based on the criteria that they operate "in the 
public interest, necessity or convenience." This criteria, 
undefined by either the Congress of the United States or the 
Federal Communications Commission, leave station owners to 
use their own discretion in determining what actually con-
stitutes "public interest." Even though there is no regu-
lation requiring them to broadcast religious programs, most 
stations in the country make a general practice of including 
religious programs as part of their public service. 
The existence of many religious groups has fostered 
various types of religious broadcasting which are generally 
classified as denominational, nondenominational and co-
operative, or interdenominational. While the first two 
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6) 
broadcast either on sustaining or paid-for time, the third 
operates exclusively on public service time. 
Cooperative broadcasting began in 1923 in New York 
City with the Federal Council and the New York Federation of 
Churches participating. After the establishment of the 
National Broadcasting Company in 1927, the Federal Council, 
because of its scope and its proximity to network head-
quarters, became the agency supplying religious programs for 
nationwide use. In 1949 the Protestant Radio Commission was 
formed which served as the official agency until 1950, at 
•hich time the Federal Council was succeeded by the National 
Council. The Broadcasting and Film Commission of the 
National Council has been delegated the responsibility of 
initiating and maintaining a representative, effective and 
adequate radio, television broadcast training and film pro-
gram on behalf of the Protestant and Orthodox churches, con-
stituting the Council. In addition, it maintains a working 
relationship with local interdenominational broadcasters 
rendering three basic services: (1} supplying programs, 
(2) training ministers and laymen in the proper use of the 
mass media, and (3) representing them nationally on matters 
of policy. The broadcast training program discontinued in 
1961, thereby leaving the future of broadcast training un-
certain. 
In 1956 the Board of Managers of the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission of the National Council adopted an "Advisory 
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Statement Policy on Religious Broadcasting," defining the 
place of religion in radio and television. While reminding 
the commercial broadcasters to be more responsible in their 
religious broadcasts, the policy also requested the industry 
to recognize the representative nature of the National 
Council. This policy, which aroused considerable reaction 
from the fundamentalist Protestants who viewed the move as a 
threat to their right to buy time, was accepted by councils 
of churches as a helpful guide. It was fully adopted by the 
Department of Radio and Television of the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches. 
The Massachusetts Council of Churches is the official, 
state-wide organization for interdenominational cooperation 
of twelve Protestant denominations in the state. The Council 
came into being in 1934 through the merger of the 
Massachusetts Federation of Churches {established in 1902) 
and the Massachusetts Council of Religious Education {es-
tablished in 1889). 
Cooperative broadcasting in Massachusetts began in 
1928 when, under the Massachusetts Federation of Churches, 
two programs were broadcast over WBSO, Wellesley. From 1931 
to the mid-forties it was difficult to determine the extent 
of religious broadcasting, except for the fact that programs 
were put on by individuals in cooperation with the Council. 
The first regular program sponsored by the state Council was 
broadcast in 1945. Between 1945 and 1955 similar activities 
were carried on by a voluntary Radio-Television Commitee 
operating under the Department of Public Relations of the 
Council. 
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The Religious Radio and Television Commission of the 
Pioneer Valley, formed in 1953 under the capable leadership 
of the late Rev. Joseph E. Porter, was merged in 1955 with 
the Radio-Television Committee of the Council to form the 
Department of Radio and Television of the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches. The Department, whose mission is con-
cerned with policy, programs, news, publicity and training 
has a state-wide responsibility for religious broadcasting. 
In addition, it offers guidance and direction to local 
councils' radio-television committees and acts on an advisory 
capacity in relation to broadcasting stations. Also, it acts 
as a liaison between the Broadcasting and Film Commission of 
the National Council and the local stations. The staff 
consists of a full-time director, a secretary and a number 
of volunteers. Because of limited financial and personnel 
resources, full implementation of the Department's policy 
has not been effected. 
Protestant programs in Massachusetts originate from 
various sources both within and outside the state. Within 
the state religious broadcasters include, in addition to the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, the New England Fellowship 
of Evangelicals, local councils of churches and ministerial 
associations. Broadcasting stations also produce such pro-
grams in association with churches and religious organi-
zations. Potential sources for programs sponsored by the 
Council are: (1) the National Council of Churches, 
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(2} national and state denominational bodies, (3) local 
councils of churches, and (4) the Massachusetts Councils of 
Churches. Programming by the Council consists of: (1) regu-
lar, (2) special, and (3) serial. At present, the Department 
produces six weekly programs, four radio and two television, 
broadcast over Boston stations. In addition, the Department 
places programs distributed by the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council. It has adopted a working 
policy not to use denominational programs except in special 
cases. As is true on the national level, denominations tend 
to give priority to programs produced by their own national 
or local groups. At present, two of the twelve denominations 
in Massachusetts conduct programs independent of the Council. 
Conclusions 
The intent of this thesis was to examine the organi-
zation, purpose, and functions, in as much detail as possible, 
of the Department of Radio and Television of the Massachusett 
Council of Churches. In addition, an attempt was made to 
obtain a general opinion concerning the Department's services 
and the programs it sponsors, by sending some questions to 
sixty-six broadcasting stations in Massachusetts. The find-
ings, even though not considered statistically correct, re-
vealed some valuable information and provided some insights 
that may be helpful in thinking about stations' needs; and 
they pointed out some strengths and weaknesses of the 
Department. 
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Despite the general consensus that broacast time for 
religion is limited, the survey in the study seems to indi-
cate that there is opportunity for additional programming by 
the Council. But the Department of Radio and Television has 
not had any systematic means for determining stations' needs 
and time available. Since the Council has decided upon the 
policy of broadcasting only on public service time, it is 
imperative that it should establish a more effective public 
relations policy with stations throughout the state. Stations 
should be made aware of the Council's available programs con-
tinuously and well in advance. The undertaking of this re-
sponsibility is, however, too much for the one-man Department. 
As it is, the Department should be commended for having main-
tained regular weekly programs. The favorable ratings the 
programs received from the stations in the survey should en-
courage the development of future programming by the Council. 
A distressing factor which was evident in the study is 
the lack of cooperati~n on the part of some member de-
nominations which will jeopardize this cooperative endeavour. 
Although cooperation cannot be forced, the Council must 
initiate re-evaluation of its existing policies regarding the 
needs of its members and re-define the purpose of cooperative 
broadcasting. The Council should be wary of any trend toward 
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denominational programming which would undermine its purpose. 
It should recognize that a dissatisfaction with present pro-
gr~ing may be responsible for an interest in denominational 
programming. 
The programs are, in general, very informative and 
maintain a high degree of objectivity. In the absence of 
statistical knowledge as to the types of audiences and re-
sponses to the programs, it is difficult to assess their 
effectiveness. The Council apparently postulates that ob-
jective religious programs appeal to a wider audience and are 
more successful than other types of religious programs. While 
this may be true, their actual effectiveness in fulfilling the 
purposes set by the Council remains to be proved. What con-
stitutes an effective religious program? Does a mere report 
on church activities and functions fulfill the purpose the 
Council tries to achieve? Does an objective exposition on a 
religious subject inspire the uncommitted listener or viewer 
to the Christian faith? These are but a few of the questions 
that need be considered and it is the responsibility of the 
Council to try to determine the end result of its efforts. No 
program can be planned in a vacuum. Religious programs are no 
exception. 
The Massachusetts Council of Churches has assumed a 
state-wide responsibility for religious broadcasting under 
conditions where only one man carries out practically every 
phase of the Department's program. Broadcasting six programs 
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a week is a task which normally would call for a much greater 
time of planning and preparation than one person possibly 
could devote to the job. Under these circumstances, the 
weekly responsibilities of broadcasting have tended to become 
more of a routine, and the programs consequently reflect lack 
of evangelistic drive. 
A notable weakness in the programs is in their 
presentation, which tends to be composed mainly of talks and 
discussions, and lacks adequate dramatization. Participants 
in the programs frequently are ministers, who;, already pre-
occupied in their pastoral duties, cannot possibly devote the 
amount of time called for by an "extra" responsibility like 
broadcasting. Many of them have had little or no training in 
broadcasting techniques. Obviously, speaking into a micro-
phone is quite unlike preaching to a congregation. 
If the Massachusetts Council of Churches is to fulfill 
the state-wide responsibility it has taken upon itself, and if 
it is to utilize the potentialities that radio and television 
offer to it throughout the state, there are several factors 
which it must take into consideration: 
1. A re-evaluation of its policies with a view to 
expanding its activities. It needs at least one 
full-time production person. 
2. A re-evaluation of its weekly programs. 
likely to reach the intended audiences? 
there be a change in the basic format? 
Are they 
Should 
Should 
there be more or less programming? 
J. An appraisal of the effect of its present pro-
gramming on audiences. 
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4. A re-evaluation of its present programming in re-
lation to the needs of its member denominations. 
5. The establishing of a more effective system of 
communications with broadcasting stations in the 
state. 
6. The establishing of closer cooperation and co-
ordination with local interdenominational broad-
casters. As many radio-television committees of 
local councils as possible should participate 
actively in promoting and carrying out cooperative 
broadcasting if the Council is to make the best 
use of the potentialities available. By displaying 
an interest in local and state religious programs, 
the committees can assist in improving religious 
broadcasts and maintaining better relationship with 
stations in their respec-tive areas. 
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MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
14 Beacon St. Boston 8 
Radio-Television Department 2Q Sumner Ave. 
Policies in Radio and Television 
Adopted by the Board of Directors 
May 7, 1957 
lj I; 
Springfield II 
II 
i 
Purposes 
A. Purpose and nature of the Massachusetts Council at 
Churches 
The purpose of the Council is to serve as the 
statewide cooperative organ of the constituent de-
nominations in fulfilling their responsibility for 
the Christian ministry in the Commonwealth at 
Massachusetts. 
In broad terms, the Council is interested in the 
success of the total ministry of the constituent 
units, it being understood that the total Christian 1 
ministry includes the following: Communication of 
the Gospel to all persons who have not heard and 
accepted it and enlistment of them in the life and 
work of the Christian community; Christian nurture; 
worship; Christian social education, service, and 
action; and participation in the life and work of 
the wider Christian community in the nation and 
throughout the world. 
B. Purposes of religious programs on radio and tele-
vision 
Five purposes should be kept constantly before 
us: 
-1. To bring more people under the influence of the 
life and teachings of Jesus 
2. To convince more people that Christianity can 
help them in making decisions and in meeting 
everyday problems 
3. To interpret the Church as a place of fellowship 
and inspiration--a relationship that can add 
dignity and purpose, strength and joy to the 
life of every individual 
4. To create a general climate of opinion in which 
religion is not only treated with toleration and I 
respect, but also hailed as the source of all 
================= 
5. 
the values that give meaning and security to 
life 
To inspire more people to take seriously their 
responsibilities as citizens in a great 
Democracy--to preserve our freedom and to ad-
vance the cause of righteousness 
A. The Council should attempt to provide programs of 
such a nature, in harmony with the basic purposes, 
that they will have an appeal to the maximum 
audience 
B. Programs must be "beamed" toward specific audience 
groups if they are to be effective, such groups as 
the following: 
1. A core group of Protestants and Orthodox 
Christians who love their Lord earnestly and 
sincerely. Included in this group are the . 
faithful few who are expected to pray for and 
support every worthy religious endeavor, from 
missions to religious broadcasting. This group 
may total from one-third to one-half of all 
church members. 
2. A larger group, perhaps as much as half to two-
thirds of all enrolled church members, who may 
have had very little Christian education, who may 
not regularly attend church, or if they do, fail 
to understand or have not "bought" what Christi-
anity has to offer. In their own eyes they are 
Christians,--Protestant or Orthodox. Included 
are those who give church preferences but may or 
may not be members. Approximately twice as many 
members of a community give Protestant and 
Orthodox denominational preferences as are to be 
found on the rolls of local congregations. 
). Persons of no church relationship who are in-
different or resistant to the Christian message. 
Many of them have no interest in broadcast pro-
grams labeled "religious." They are not con-
sciously "in the market" for the Christian 
message. The total number of persons not 
associated with any church or synagogue in 
Massachusetts is more than a million, but how 
many of them are completely disinterested in 
religion is not known. 
II !I 
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-~ -=c c~~~- ~,~-~"'-' ~-~cc~ _,~-,J1'~o ~c~ CCC~~-~_~ cc~-c~- _ f" .1 4. Roman Catholics, Jews, and others who are II strongly attached to their own churches or 
11
1 
synagogues. 
1
.
11
. III. Relations with broadcasting companies 
A. The Council records its appreciation for the pro-
11 visions which broadcasting companies have made in 
the past for the broadcasting of religious pro-
[ grams. 
! 
B. It is recognized that most broadcasting companies 
are commercially oriented and that the total amount 
of time available for "public service" (that is, 
free) use is limited. This public service time is 
financed by the broadcasting companies. There is 
no specified amount of public service time to be 
used for religious programs. These facts must be 
taken into account by the Massachusetts Council an 
its constituency. 
C. 'l'he Council recognizes that the broadcasting in-
dustry does not wish to become involved in inter-
church competition or controversy and that, there-
fore, it prefers to be able to deal wi tb. a single 
agency representing the various groups which are 
willing to cooperate with one another. 
D. The Massachusetts Council of ~hurches will stand 
ready to consult with any radio or TV station to 
arrange for an equitable distribution of public 
service time. If it is deemed desirable, the 
Massachusetts Council may enter into agreement with 
stations to serve as a continuing consultant for 
all non-Homan and non-Jewish programs. 
IV. Helations with denominations, local councils and local 
churches ---- ----
A. In view of llJ the limited amount of public 
service time available for religious programs, 
{2) the number of denominations, local councils, 
and local churches in the constituency of the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, and l3) the 
purpose of insuring the most effective and fullest 
possible use of radio and television for religious 
purposes, it is desirable for the constituent de-
nominations, the local councils, and the local 
churches to cooperate through the Department of 
Radio and Television and its area commissions in 
the use of public service time. 
v. 
B. In order to be as helpful as possible to all these 
bodies, the Department will prepare a handbook of 
information and suggestions for general distribu-
tion. 
Programs 
A. Programs must be of high quality in order ll) to 
compete successfully with other programs for 
listeners or viewers; {2) to secure the participa-
tion of capable persons in the programs; l3) to 
obtain periods in the broadcasting schedule which 
are favorable; and (4} to preserve the dignity and 
integrity of the Council and its constituency. 
B. 'l'he Massachusetts Council should adopt a basic out-
line of t ields to be covered and audiences to be 
reached by means of radio and television, and then 
specific prcgrams should be selected or planned on 
the basis of the general outline. 
c. 
D. 
There are values in the life and history of each 
denomination which should be recognized in the 
total plan tor religious broadcasting. I 
I 
The number and extent of "live" programs will have lr 
to be limited in favor of the use of recorded am ~~~ 
film programs produced nationally and within the 
state because the Massachusetts Council and its 
constituent units do not have and are unlikely to 
have sufficient staff to do the original work tar 
all productions for which there will be time on 
radio and television, if they are to meet the 
acceptable standards of quality. 
E. There are the following potential sources of pro-
grams for use in Massachusetts: 
1. The National Council of Churches 
2. The national denominational bodies (although it 
is hoped their productions will be increasingly 
coordinated with one another and with Nati ana 1 
Council productions on the basis of general :' 
plans cooperatively prepared and adopted throughi 
the National Council) ·· 
3. The state denominational bodies 
4. Local councils of churches 
5. The Massachusetts Council of Churches 
VI. 
F. Participants in programs should be selected pri-
marily because of their ability to contribute to 
the purposes of the programs, their reliability in 
fulfilling their commitments, and their desire to 
use the medium for maximum effectiveness. Subject 
to this primary consideration, representation of 
the various denominations is desirable. 
Sponsored ~ paid-for religious programming 
A. 
B. 
The Massachusetts Council of Churches does not 
favor the association of its name with the com-
mercial sponsorship of a program. 
The Massachusetts Council of Churches adopts as 
own the policies of the National Council of 
Churches: 
Advisory Policy Statement on Religious Broadcasting 
(National Council of Churches) 1 
1. The Broadcasting and Film Commission (National 
Council of Churches) recognizes it to be the 
responsibility of the churches to provide high 
quality programs (live, recorded or on film) 
free as a public service. It expects the net-
works and stations to recognize it as their 
responsibility to make a substantial provision 
of facilities and desirable broadcast time free 
as a public service for such programs. 
2. The Broadcasting and Film Commission calls 
attention to the fact that the broadcasting 
industry itself has indicated its endorsement 
of this position in two statements contained in 
the Television Code of the National Association 
of Radio and Television Broadcasters: 
"It is the responsibility of a television 
broadcaster to make available as a part of 
a well-balanced progrw1 schedule adequate 
opportunity for religious presentations." 
"A charge for television time to churches 
and religious bodies is not recommended." 
The Broadcasting and Film Commission commeAds 
the television and radio stations and networks 
that adhere to these policy statements in the 
Television Code of the National Association of 
Radio and Television Broadcasters. 
II 
II II 
II 
il 
5. 
The Broadcasting and Film Commission advises 
against the sale or purchase of time for re-
ligious purposes. It holds this practice to 
be inconsistent with its own basis ar opera-
tion and, by implication, with the position of 
the broadcasting industry as expressed in the 
Television Code. The Commission, therefore, 
requests its constituent communions, councils 
of churches and councils of church women to 
exercise their influence in support of this 
position by discouraging the practice. 
The Broadcasting and Film Commission also re-
quests the stations, the networks and the 
Federal Communications Commission to recognize 
that the scheduling of sustaining religious 
broadcasts only in marginal or unsalable time 
is not in the best public interest. It 
records the conviction that the high objective 
of religious broadcasting can best be achieved 
when broadcasts are scheduled at times when 
substantial audiences are available, and in 
particular the audiences for whom the programs 
are intended. 
6. The Broadcasting and Film Commission requests 
stations and networks, in their allotment of 
time to Protestant and Orthodox broadcasting, 
to give due consideration to the strength and 
representative character of the councils of 
churches, local and national. 
I 
I 
II 
II 
?. The Broadcasting and Film Commission holds 
that the scheduling of sponsored or paid-for 
religious programming in all or a major p:trt 
of the time allotted for religious broadcasts I 
cannot be considered an adequate discharge of 1 
the public service obligation to religion by a I 
network or a station. I, 
il VII. 
I• 
Organization and functions of the Department of Radio 
Television of the Massachusetts Council of Churches 
A. Structure and Functions 
[i 1. The Department (as distinguished from the Area 
:i Commissions) shall be concerned with general 
I
ll policy and with program, news, publicity, 
11 
training, etc., which is of a state-wide 
11 nature in its coverage, as well as offering 
! 
il guidance and direction to its Area Commissions. 
!I It may appoint such committees as are needed 11 co.~ or co 0 o.~c.o~= . • -·· m om~o.m ·.~o- - -l= -----
II II 
2. 
). 
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to carry out these tasks. II 
There shall be five Area Commissions defined 11 
by the map of the Harvard Bureau of Municipal 1 
Research. The Area Commissions are function- I 
ally committees--or-the Department, but are 1
1 distinguished from the committees mentioned l1 
under "1" in that these Area Commissions deal II 
with concerns localized in their Areas. The II I' Area Commissions are responsible for pro- :i 
gramming TV stations (because of their cover- 'I 
ages), aiding where possible local councils in 
radio and coordinating same in overlapping 
coverages, setting up training, news coverage, 
publicity, etc., in their respective areas. 
The Local Councils of Churches• radio and TV 
committees shall program local radio stations, 
shall be concerned with news coverage, train-
ing, publicity and special events. These 
local committees work with the Area Commission 
through their representatives on the Com-
mission. Local councils of churches which do 
not have radio stations within their boundarie 
should be asked to have a local committee for 
purposes of publicity of programs heard or se 
in their area, of securing and training per-
sons to appear on those stations, newscoverage, 
etc • 
.Any of the other Departments of the MCC which 
wish to make use of radio and television 
should work through the Radio-TV Department. 
B. The role of~ denominational Radio-TV committee 
1. Through their denominational representatives, 
work through the department to produce the 
most effective programming. 
2. Through an, educational program, inform the 
clergy and laymen on the role they and their 
church play in these media and the importance 
of these media in relation to the regular 
functions within the local church, as in 
sermon delivery, pastoral visitation, etc. 
). Through denominational contacts, recruit the 
best available personnel for all the organi-
zational levels of the MCC cooperative effort 
in these media. 
c. 
" 
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II 
Membership in the various units referred to in VII I' I 
A, 1 and 2 above should be as follows, remembering I 
that in the selection of such persons the need I! 
for a specific interest and a specialized knowl- 1'1 
edge in the media is important: , 
1. The Department, (a) There should be a minimum 
of one representative from each constituent 
denominational unit of the Massachusetts 
Council. There should be a maximum of three 
representatives from any one unit, the number 
being related to the size of the unit; (b) 
There should be two representatives from each 
of tbe five Area Commissions {the chairman and 
secretary); (3) There might be special persons 
because of their specialized knowledge. 
2. The Area Commissions (a) one delegate from 
each local Council of Churches in the area, 
and (b) two delegates from each denomination 
active in the area, one of which shall be a 
lay person. Each Area Commission shall have a 
chairman and a secretary. 
3. The Department, its Area Commissions, and 
local Council radio committees should have an 
"Advisory Committee" composed of representa-
tives from each of the broadcasting stations 
who would meet with the Department, Area 
Commissions, or local council committees from 
time to time. 
II II ;I 
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RADIO 1 
Greater Boston Area 
Program 
"Church World News" 
"Religion in Action" 
"Protestant Hour" 
"Church World News" 
"Viewpoint" 
"The Search" 
"Give Us This Day" 
"Meet Your Minister"** 
''Call to Church" 
"Church of the Air"** 
"Sounding Board"*** 
Day and Time 
Sundays, 6:00 
Sundays, 6:45 
Sundays, 7:00 
a.m. 
a.m. 
a.m. 
Sundays, 6:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 6:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 6:45 a.m. 
Sundays, 6:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 7:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 8:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, 2:10 p.m. 
"Sunday Devotions" Sundays, 8:15 a.m. 
"Songs of Faith" Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
"National Radio Pulpit"** Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
"Mid-Day Meditations" Monday through Friday 
"Voice of Comfort" 
"Church Service" 
"Hymns of Love" 
"Religious Thought for 
the Day" 
"Churchmen Weigh the 
News"* 
"Art of Living"** 
"Church World News" 
"Boston University 
Chapel Service" 
"This I Know"* 
"Sunrise Service"*** 
"Daily Meditations" 
12:45 p.m. 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 5:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
8:05 p.m. 
Sundays, 8:45 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
5:45 a.m. 
Sundays, 7:15 a.m. 
Station 
WCIT 
WMRC 
WORC 
WA.AB 
I WAGW 
WNEB 
WTAG 
WESO 
I! WMNB 
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RADIO 
Program 
Central Area 
"The Pastor's Study" 
"The Laymen's Hour" 
"The Pastor's Study" 
"Christian Crusade" 
"Invitation to Worship" 
"Salvation Army Service" 
"Index--Partly Religious 
News" 
"Morning Prayer" 
"Morning Worship" 
"Devotions" 
"Church Service" 
"It's Eventide" 
"What Bothers Me" 
"Religious News of the 
Week" 
"A Hymn, A Thought, A 
Prayer" 
"The Pastor's Thought" 
"The Pastor's Thought" 
"The Pastor's Thought" 
Western .Area 
"World of Religion" 
"Heartbeat Theatre" 
"Children's Chapel" 
"The Search" 
Day and Time 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
9:05 a.m. 
Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:00a.m. 
Fridays, 10:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
5:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
8:50 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:00 p.m. 
Sundays, 11:10 p.m. 
Thursday, 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 6:45 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
8:55 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
10:15 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
2:15 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
4:15 p.m. 
Sundays, 8:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 4:30p.m. 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 8:15 p.m. 
"Christian Celebrity Time" Sundays, 8:30 a.m. 
"Church Service" Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 
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I 
WARE 
WMAS 
WBZA 
WHYN 
WBRK 
WBRK 
WSBS 
WHMP 
WOOM 
WHAV 
RADIO 
Program Day and Time 
western Area (continued) 
"Protestant Hour" 
"Thoughts for the Day" 
"Churoh in the News" 
"Radio Chapel" 
"Meditation" 
"Churoh Service" 
"This I know"* 
"Thought for the Day" 
"Devotions" 
"Devotions" 
"Religious News" 
"Inspiration Time" 
"Morning Devotions" 
Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday through Saturday 
8:55 a.m. 
Saturday, 10:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday through Saturday, 
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday, 11:05 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
6:55 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
6:55 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
8:15 a.m. 
Saturday, 8:45a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
8:55a.m. 
Northeast Area 
"Sunday Worship Time" 
"Morning Devotions" 
"Morning Devotions" 
"Morning Devotions" 
"Radi o Re lig i ou s Journal" 
"Showers of Blessings" 
"Church Service" 
"Morning Devotions" 
Sundays, 6:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 6:35 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
6:20 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
6:40 a.m. 
Saturday, 6:20 a.m. 
Sundays, 6:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday through 
Saturday, 6:15 a.m. 
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I WCAP 
WMBP 
WBSM 
I WPEP 
W.ARA 
WNBH 
WALE 
WOCB 
WPLA 
RADIO 
Program Day and Time 
Northeast Area (continued) 
"Lift for Living" 
"Religion in the News" 
"Devotional Hour" 
"Morning Devotions" 
Sundays, 8:05 
Sundays, 8:.30 
Sundays, 8:45 
a.m. 
a.m. 
a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
9:15 a.m. 
Southeast Area 
"Religion at the News 
Desk" 
"The Family Faces the 
Bible" 
"Inter- church Council 
Service" 
"Worship" 
"Thought for the Day" 
"Chapel of the Air" 
"Layman's Hour" 
"Protestant Hour" 
"Devotions" 
"Religious .rlound Table" 
"Devotions" 
"Morning Devotions" 
"Morning Devotions" 
"The Morning Mayor" 
Sundays, 7:.30 a.m. 
Sundays, 7:45a.m. 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 8:05 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
8:15 a.m. 
Sundays, 8:.30 a.m. 
SundaJS, 5:00p.m. 
Sundays, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
6:00a.m. 
Sundays, 8:.30 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
6:05 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
6:.30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
8:.30 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
8:15 a.m. 
Station 
WBZ (4) 
WNAC (7) 
TELEVISION 
State-wide 
Program 
"The Living Word" 
"Puppet .E'ilms" 
"Frontiers of Faith"** 
"Our Believing World" 
Day and Time 
Sundays, 6:45 a.m. 
Sundays,7:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 8:45 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 
I 
II WHDH (51 
"This is the Life"** 
"Lamp unto my Feet"** 
"Look up and Live"** 
"Ring Round .::iunday" 
"We Believe"* 
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, 10:15 a.m. 
WHYN (40) 
"Look up and Live" 
"This is the Life"** 
"Look up and Live"** 
"The Living Heart" 
"Directions '61" 
WWLP- TV ( 22 ) "Talk Back" 
WRLP (32) "Talk Back" 
WWOR (14) "Talk Back" 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
Sundays, 
10:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
~assachusetts Councils of Churches, Guide Lines, 
(1960), 11, 4. 
*Programs produced by the Radio-Television Department of 
Massachusetts Council of Churches. 
~*Programs sponsored by the National Council of Churches 
***Programs produced by stations in association with the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, local councils, or 
ministerial associations. 
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"" 11 MAJOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS PREPARED BY THE DEPARTiv:IENT OF RADIO /1 
I AND TELEVISION OF THE WlASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES FROM ~~~ 
/!1956-1961. I 
1122£ I 
I News coverage on film: (either filmed by or arranged for 
by the department) 
Governor Herter speaking for World Day of Prayer 
World Day of Prayer observances 
Secretary of Navy addressing Western Massachusetts Diocese, 
Episcopal Church 
Moderator of General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
speaking at Harvard Divinity 
Easter services in Springfield 
Baptist convention 
Methodist conference 
Unitarian assembly 
60-minute Easter program produced by the Southeast Area 
Commission (3 stations) 
Appearances of ur. Forrest L. Knapp and Bishop Frederick 
Lawrence on commercial programs. (in behalf of Holy Week 
services) 
30-minute special promoting the North End Ministry Survey in 
Springfield, Mass. 
Annual meeting Telecast - live from Trinity Church in Boston 
(one hour) 
Thanksgiving Program related to Mayflower II (radio intervi 
with Festival Chaplain at Jamestown, Virginia 
Thanksgiving Program utilizing Mayfl~Ner personnel - Greater 
Boston stations 
"Star Watch" - a special Christmas program making use of 
several church choirs 
Installation of Bishop Robert McConnell Hatch, w. Mass. 
Episcopal Diocese - Springfield 
News release (not itemized) 
Methodist Anniversary Vespers - Aired on June 22, 1958 - by 
ten New England stations (honored the lOth anniversary of 
Bishop John Wesley Lord's episcopate in New England) 
"Bells of Christmastide" - Hour Long special for radio 
stations 
News releases (not itemized) 
99 I 
MAJOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS (continued) 
~ · c -~cc-c C"--:C-:c=-=tr~=-ccc=-c=.cc"'-=--c-_-c_c 
ll 
II 
If I, 
I' Extensive coverage of the Massachusetts Bible Society's 11 
l50th anniversary (included spot campaign on both radio II. 
and television, 23 radio and 4, television stations, plus 
film clip news coverage of the reenactment of the founding 1 
of the society at the State House) 11 
II 
Jl 
Pilgrimage to Plymouth - 15 minute prepared program for 
Thanksgiving - used by 16 stations in Massachusetts; 21 
stations outside Massachusetts 
Special Thanksgiving Programs -- with cooperation of New 
Jersey Council of Churches - 24 stations, four different 
programs of varyi~g length 
News clips for TV - "Pilgrimage to Plymouth" - serviced all 
Boston stations 
Dr. Knapp - Christmas Story on WHDH radio 
Beeper Phone report from Massachusetts Baptist Convention, 
New Bedford (WBZ) 
Special program on Massachusetts Baptist Convention - WEEI -
7:15 to 7:30 Sunday 5/29/59 -
Interview with Rev. Geo. L. Payne - WBZ "PM" program-
12/ll/59- Phillips Brooks' anniversary 
Thanksgiving TV spot by Bishop Anson Phelps Stokes, Jr. 
Special program on St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church program 
for Negro youngsters 
Televising of Ecumenical Service of Annual Meeting from 
Trinity Church 
News clips for television 
1960 l50th Anniversary American Board of Commissions for 
Foreign Missions 
Lenten Bookshelf - 7 programs produced in cooperation with 
General Theological Library, Zion Research Library, 
I 
I 
Congregational Library 
used on 7 stations ri 
1
1
1,· World Day of Prayer - special program for radio {Prayers far !1 
11 America) !, 
1
1 Easter Message - l minute WHDH - The Rev. Alvin Duane '' 
Smith ·· 
'
/ 17 5th Anniversary program - l!:piscopal Diocese of MassachusetJ 
:I !; - Used by 4 stations 
!i "Portrait of a Bishop" - honoring the election of Bishop 
14:30 minutes James K. Mathews of the Methodist 
Church as head of Boston Area 
Used on some 42 stations in five 
states of New England 
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r"\ 11 MAJOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS (continued) il 
I
I 6 !119 1 
Protestant Pa~orama - half hour television program on 
I 
Council of 0hurches Sudany. Used on WNAC-TV and WWLP-TV 
This is My Ohurch - 13 week series by-denominational leaders 
i of their beliefs - used on four stations in the state 
1 World Day of Prayer - Special 15 minute, 5 minute and spot 
announcement programming 
Television coverage - Ecumenical Service - Trinity Church, 
Boston (one hour) carried on WHDH-TV and WWLP-TV 
Youth Week presentation - Our Believing World - WBZ - TV 
30 minutes 
Meet Your Minister - WEEI Radio - 7:15-7:30 a.m. - Sundays 
26 week series 
II I 
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THIS I KNOW for Sunday, February 26, 1961 
II 
THIS I KNOW ••• it's 10:05 Sunday night, February 26, and)l 
time for a review of this week's GOOD NEWS. 
Highlights of the GOOD NEWS ••• 
Switcheroos Make Encouraging News 
Health Makes a Progress Report 
Heroes come in many styles 
I'll return with details on these highlight stories 
and more GOOD NEWS after Streeter Stuart makes this 
identification: 
I 
I 
! 
SS: THIS I KNOW ••• GOOD NEWS with T. C. Whitehouse ••• GREAT 
MUSIC with John Woodworth ••• and WORDS TO LIVE BY with 
tonight's guest the Rev. John Chapman, minister, 
Pilgrim Congregational Church, Leominster, Mass.--
brought to you by the Mass. Council of Churches and 
the more than 1800 Protestant congregations that unite 
in the council for planning and service. Now here is 
Mr. WhitehOU$1 1 with this week's edition of GOOD NEWS. 
What we need is more square pegs for life's round 
holes. Whose idea is that? St. Theresa. She was 
afraid that life was becoming more and more standard-
ized--dangerously so. Round pegs in round holes. Too 
few people with a revolutionary spirit. That, said 
St. Theresa, is dangerous. When people can longer take 
an independent tack they become ripe for dictators. 
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That's why our first two stories tonight hold such 
charm: they are about two people who have changed the 
!1 
I 
I 
I 
course of their lives decisively. 'l'he first is Samuel II II 
G. Henderson, Jr., vice president and general manager 
of WGAN-TV of Portland, Maine. Henderson used to be 
a Boston radio announcer. His future: he plans to 
give up his $25,000 a year TV job to begin studies at 
General 'l'heological Seminary in New York next October 
1. Within two years he hopes to take a post as a 
priest of the Protestant ~piscopal Church. You may be 
sure a cleric's starting salary will be a long way 
from his present one. This radio-television veteran 
is quoted as saying, "I've always had the calling, and 
for the past U..vo years it has been very strong." 
Henderson is 49. 
Next switcheroo is Sandra Lee Jennings of Riverside, 
California. Sandra Lee has been the Maid of Cotton for 
the past year. That honor has taken her around this 
country and a few foreign lands. The other day she 
was in Belgium on a goodwill trip for "King Cotton." 
At a ceremony in her honor in Brusselle, the ~erican 
flag was raised, but upside down. That, of course, is 
a signal of distress. Miss Jennings had her plans 
pretty well set to be a dress designer, but those plans 
changed quickly. Here is how Miss Jennings tells about 
II 
i! 
li 
II 
it. "At that moment, a desire was born in my heart to li 
ii 
-~-!. 
- I~ -
II 
II [I 
II 
104 
'--~=--c:c·_-, :.-=:-c-:.=.-c-=-=t=-=---=cc:·-==-=-----=,---_-__--_-_-_-_c-_-=c.c-==-===---==-=-= _______ _ 
~ i help change the picture of America which the world ~~ now sees, and help replace 
one." So, now, instead of 
it with a more inspiring 
becoming a dress designer, 
Sand~a Lee Jennings will devote herself to a career in 
government. The Maid of Cotton had some interesting 
ideas about freedom. She said she didn't want people 
in other p-arts of the world to think that liberty 
simply meant the right to "live it up" as many ugly 
Americans do when they are in foreign countries. She 
wants the world to know that freedom has accompanying 
responsibilities. Such switcheroos make GOOD NEWS 
this or any week. In a smoothly standardized world, 
St. Theresa would be proud of these square pegs 
tonight. 
While we're on this switcheroo gambit, something's 
happening on the campuses in New England. David 
Francis reported on this in the Monitor last week. 
Dr. Mary J. Bunting, president of Radcliffe College, 
put it this way, "Today's youth is quietly but deeply 
involved in the problems of this world." At Yale 
University, Chaplain Henry Sloan Coffin, Jr. said it 
differently, "Students are more aware of the fact 
that the United States is a status-quo state in a non-
status-quo world." The issue of all that these 
statements suggest is that student interest is being 
directed outside the United States. 20 Harvard stu-
105 
dents plan to travel to Tanganyika to teach at no 
pay this summer. Yale has hired a man whose full-time 
job is to direct students to overseas assignments--
that's a measure of the student interest. Students 
from 44 universities have joined in Operation Cross-
roads Africa which the Rev. James Robinson, prominent 
Negro clergyman in New York, started in 1958. At 
Williams College the college chaplain and four to six 
undergraduates will go to Hong Kong for eight weeks 
next summer to teach English and United States culture 
and history to Chinese refugees and residents. 
They'll help run boys' camps, summer conferences, 
refugee centers, and assist in manual-work projects. 
The World Council of Churches has a vast program of 
student volunteer work in many corners of the globe. 
Students in many cases have to pay their own way and 
receive no compensation for their services. Which 
seems to me to be a constructive, positive approach 
to the problems which face us around the world. Ugly 
Americans being replaced by lovely American. 
Anything new, loe? Naw, Harry--same old story! 
Ever hear a conversation like that on the street or 
the MTA or at the office? Yet every week's news has 
its quota of exciting information. The Ho Hum isn't 
always in order. This week, for example, the exciting 
report that MIT and Mass General Hospital are co-
106 
operating on a promising new treatment for patients 
with malignant brain tumors. Using a bombardment of 
neutrons from the MIT nuclear reactor, the neuro-
surgeons try to rout the cancerous cells that are left 
after surgery has been completed. 
Nothing new? Harry, what about the Nightingale 
twins ••• 12 year old kids who flew home to Manitoba on 
Friday after Lana had shared a kidney with Johanna. 
Same old story? Well, Peter Bent Brigham Hospital 
manages this several times a year, but the wonder of 
it--the double wonder of the surgeon and the wonder 
of the gift which twin makes to twin--that's worth 
talking about. 
Or the 45 minute heart halt now possible--called 
"profound hypothermia" by the doctors--during which 
workcanproceed in a bloodless and perfectly quiet 
field. 11 year old Richard Spagnolo of Dorchester 
thinks it's a might exciting medical development, 
for, because of that development, he is alive today. 
Anything new, Joe? Naw, same old story, Harry. 
Or take the subject of heroes. 
a 41 year old construction worker named William 
Duggan spent 50 minutes trapped waist-deep in a vat of 
wet cement. Five sea scouts who happened to be pass-
ing heard his cries for help. they tried unsuccess-
fully to free Duggan. Then a fire truck, returning 
II 
II 
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to its base nearby, came up the street. The Sea 
Scouts hailed the firemen. Aided by another crew of 
firemen, they pulled Duggan free with a rope while 
fire hoses were played into the vat to loosen the 
cement. 
In Quincy Dolores O'Shea, 10, and her brother, 
Thomas, 8, were rescued by three youngers who paddled 
out in Rock Island Cove on another ice cake and 
pulled them to safety. 
A 7 year old Phoenix, Arizona lad plunged 275 feet 
down a narrow pipe into a water well. By listening 
carefully--even though he was in great pain because 
of a broken leg and pelvis--Harry Stage was pulled 
from the well by his father. Harry's first words 
were, "Daddy, get me out of here." 
"Don't worry son, and don't be scared. We'll get 
you out. Just push gainst the sides of the pipe so 
you won't sink." 
"Okay, daddy, I will," came the response from 7 
year old Harry • 
While Harry waited, his dad drove 14 miles to get 
enough lariats to reach the youngster. By following 
instructions, the youngster was able to loop the rope 
under his shoulders and be pulled up to the surface. 
"What's new, Joe?" "Nothing ••• same old story." 
**** 
108 
Because of an accident 8 year old Robert Kenyon, 
almost blind since birth, is now able to read news-
papers and take part in sports without the aid of 
glasses. While swimming at Apollo Bay in Australia 
recently, Robert was swept out to sea and subsequently 
rescued by life-savers. Apparently dead, he began to 
breathe again after massage and application of mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation. The physical and emotional 
shock of the accident restored his power of sight. 
An official of the Melbourne Eye and Ear Hospital said 
that although it was fairly common for adults tore-
gain their eyesight under such circumstances, he had 
not heard of any such happening with children. 
Some 400 union employees of Oswald and Hess, a 
Pittsburgh meat-packing firm, voted this week to 
donate five weeks' pay apiece to keep the company from 
going out of business. The company president said 
this joint effort for survival was an idea of the em-
ployees who belong to five different unions. More 
than $200,000 will be raised and the firm can then 
purchase livestock to meet--and that's no pun--to meet 
the Easter trade in Pittsburgh. Such employee-
management cooperation is more common than most 
people realize. Thought you would like to know about 
this side of the story. 
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who visit Hong Kong this year will be taken on a new bus I 
for a guided tour of Hong Kong's refugee world. Hong J 
Kong has its beautiful parts, but Church World Service 
hopes that visitors will not miss the nine milk stations 
where thousands of children are fed daily, the noodle 
factory which uses surplus flour sent by folks in 
churches here, the modern health center, the mobile 
dental clinic, the new refugee housing project. Then 
there's the new food kitchens where rice is cooked, 
porkand vegetables added, and the whole works put into 
plastic bags for daily delivery to hungry children in 
schools. That's sight-seeing at its finest in Hong 
Kong. Remember ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING March 12 • 
By the way Church World Service will send its truck to 
the office of the Mass Council of Churches at 14 Beacon 
St. in a few days to pick up the nylon. stockings we've 
collected from GOOD NEWS listeners over the past months. 
If you have some you'd like to send in this shipment, 
send or bring them to the Mass Council of Churches, 
14 Beacon St. Boston. Please do not send them to WBZ. 
Roman Catholic bishops of Georgia and South Carolina 
announced last Sunday that parochial schools in their 
states will be desegregated no later than public 
schools. Alabama and Missisippi are now the only 
parochial school hold-outs in the South. 
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Safety note: Detroit has announced that all 1962 
cards will be fitted with uniform attachments so that 
buyers can install safety belts at very little expense 
Ford has been offering seat belts as optional equip-
ment since 1955, but now it will be across the board 
for all makers. 
Lillian K. Lewis, a retired teacher with 53 years 
experience, celebrated her 99th birthday with three 
of her pupils--all prominent Boston businessmen. Miss 
Lewis recited the Gettysburg Address for them. That 
speech has special sign~ficance for her: she was 
there when Lincoln gave it. 
Dr. Godfrey Lowell Cabot, one of Boston's most 
amazing senior citizens, celebrates his lOOth year 
today. Besides a colorful career in business, Dr. 
Cabot was for 20 years president of Boston's Watch and 
Ward Society. 
A Boston-trained Negro, Clifford R. Wharton, was 
named Ambassador to Norway--that's the highest rank 
ever attained by a member of his race. Other Negroes 
have served as ambassadors, but they held their posts 
as political appointees. A Texas mayor of Mexican 
descent became the first of his nationality to be 
appointed to a diplomatic post: he became Ambassador 
to Costa Rica. 
That's the GOOD NEWS of the week. 
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The best news of all times: God's gift to the 
world in Jesus Christ. 
SS. THIS I KNOW ••• GOOD NEWS ••• GREAT .MUSIC ••• and WORDS TO 
LIVE BY. Next in line, John Woodworth, minister of 
music at Arlington St. Church in Boston, and GREAT 
MUSIC. 
JW: THIS I KNOW ••• 
SS: THIS I KNOW continues. Tonight's guest with Words to 
Live By is the Rev. John Chapman, pastor, Pilgrim 
Congregational Church, Leominster, Mass. Mr. Chapman. 
JCHAP: 7 minutes -- "Bless those who persecute you." 
SS: John Woodworth returns now with the second portion of 
tonight's GREAT MUSIC. 
JW: 
SS: You have been listening to THIS I KNOW ••• GOOD NEWS 
with T. C. Whitehouse ••• GREAT MUSIC with John 
Woodworth ••• and Words to Live By with the Rev. John 
Chapman of Leominster, Mass. Be with us at 10:05 next 
Sunday night right after Raymond's news. Research far 
GOOD NEWS is by Elizabeth Randall. This is Streeter 
Stuart speaking. 
